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eading \vertising columns reg- 
ularly in The Sunday School Times will 
help in a practical way toward solving many 
problems ba confront those interested in bet- 
ter church and Sunday school management. 























For the Not Slow-of-Heart 
At Christmas Time 
By Plumb E. Wells 


GAINST the blood-red sunrise of Today, 
Startled, I saw Three Ancient Figures 
tide 

Unhurried, tall, portentous. Heard  * 
Above the deafening tumult of the times, 
Far-faint, the crunch of phantom camels’ feet 
And cores Bree down the Christmas 
' world : 


«O men, the Harvest of the earth is ripe! 

Not back to Bethlehem look now — look up! 

Watch the Bright Morning Star! Heed in 
all hearts 


? 
God-taught, The Spirit’s Quickening Stir! 
The Lord 
Returns to reckon with His world! 
King, 
Immanuel Himself, is at the Door! ”’ 


The 


Beyond the warring, shaken, Today’s world 

Passed the vision and the voices._ Stayed 

A glory-gladness. Swelled an answering 
song : 


Amen, praise God! Today not Three Wise 
Men 

Or Four! A called-out People — fools in this 

World’s thought—from all the nations under 
Heaven, 

Even as they labor in the darkening Fields, 

Rejoice and lift their heads—their hearts 
aflame ! 

Quick to — the Day-Star’s trembling 


To welcome back Immanuel, earth’s King, 
When Heaven swings wide the Door! Praise 
God! Amen! 


Seeing the Old Year Out 


As we come to the last day of this 
year, how shall we spend its closing hours? 
David Brainerd, the great missionary to 
the American Indians, wrote on January I, 
1743: “Reflected on the goodness of God 
to me the past year. Of a truth, God has 
been kind and gracious to me, though he 
has caused me to pass through many sor- 
rows; he. has provided for me _ bounti- 
fully.” It was Matthew Henry’s custom 
on the last day of December to write 
out a review of the year, and on the fol- 
lowing day, again in writing, to dedicate 
himself anew to God. On December 31, 
1701, he wrote, in part: “My errands to 
the throne of grace today are: (1) By way 
of lamentation and humiliation: I have rea- 
son to lament greatly the strength of my 
own corruptions. ... I have lost a great 
deal of precious time. . . . I bewail the 
little success of my ministry. ... (2) By 
way of prayer and supplication. . . . The 
pardon of sin. . . the increase of my min- 
isterial gifts, a sound judgment, a clear 
expression .. . readiness in the Scriptures. 
... The blessing of God upon my wife and 
children; that God will give his grace to 
my dear little ones, and drive out the fool- 
ishness bound up in their hearts. ... My 
other dear relations I would recommend to 
God’s protection and blessing in prayer.” 
We may well follow the example of these 
two men of God, and of many others like 
them. The turn of the year is a chal- 
lenge not only to individual Christians, but 
to churches as well, and many will welcome 
the opportunity for Watch Night services 
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When Shiloh 


ACOB, aged and sorrow-worn patriarch, 
lies on his death-bed, his sons about him. 
The spirit of prophecy is upon the aged 
father and the future of the tribes of 
Israel his theme. Reuben, Simeon, and 
Levi have been mentioned, and Judah now 
is the subject of the inspired utterance. 
The place of primacy among the tribes 
shall be Judah’s. The staff of royal power 
shall be with him. “The sceptre shall not 
depart from Judah,” is the oracular word, 
“nor a lawgiver from between his feet, 
until Shiloh come” (Gen. 49:10). That 
is, this tribe shall not fail to hold govern- 
mental power of some sort till One ap- 
pears whom Jacob spoke of as Shiloh. 
And so it came to pass. The Davidic 
throne was the throne of Judah. Ves- 
tiges of that royal power are all that re- 
main after the Babylonian captivity; even 


on December 31. On page 842 of this issue 
there are valuable suggestions, issued by 
the Great Commission Prayer League, for 
the observance of Watch Night. While 
the world gives up the last hours of the 
year to foolish pleasures, let us spend them 
in the presence of God, in confession and 
humiliation, seeking his blessing upon our- 
sélves and our churches, and praying for 
the revival that is so much needed in 
America and in the world. 
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“Only Two Dates” 


Today is the best day we have. But 
a better day is coming. Let us use the 
best while we have it, and let us rejoice 
in the better to come. Dr. Northcote Deck 
is quoted in the Keswick Calendar with 
this pertinent comment: “It has been said 
that Paul knew only two dates in his 
calendar. They were ‘today’ and ‘that day.’ 
‘Today’ to be passed and packed full of 
blessed service and worship; and ‘that day,’ 
the appointed time for giving account, 
toward which all his energies were bent.” 
If we remember that “that day,” while it 
will bring us-the unspeakable joy of face- 
to-face fellowship with our Lord, will also 
bring us to that time when “we must all 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ; 
that every one may receive the things done 
in his body, according to that he hath 
done, whether it be good or bad” (2 Cor. 
5:10), we shall be challenged and spurred 
to use “today” so that we may not be 
ashamed in “that day.” 
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Brings Peace 


these disappear at last with the enthrone- 
ment of Herod the Great, an Idumean. 
And then Shiloh came. For there is. gen- 
eral agreement among Jewish and. Chris- 
tian commentators that Shiloh is Messiah, 
and it was “in the days of Herod the king,” 
that “Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea,” and born “King of the Jews.” 

What does this word “Shiloh” meaa? 
Where did Jacob learn it? It is a beau- 
tiful thought of the late F, B. Meyer, and 
perhaps true, that Jacob learned it at the 
time of that mysterious wrestling match 
at the ford Jabbok. “Tell me, I pray thee, 
thy name” (Gen. 32:29), Jacob had asked 
the awful visitant. Was it in answer that 
the mystic name Shiloh was whispered in 
his ear? 

As for its meaning, that seems to be 
“Man of Rest,” the Tranquilizer, the Peace- 
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maker, the Rest-Giver. So the beautiful 
name Shiloh looks forward to the later 
prophecies. “Unto us a child is.born... 
and his name shall be called . . . Prince 
of Peace” (Isa. 9:6). “He shall speak 
peace unto the nations” (Zech. 9:10). “In 
his days . . . abundance of peace” (Psa. 
72:7). 

“On earth peace; good will toward men,” 
sang the angels at his birth. But for that 
peace to prevail among the nations we await 
his return. His kingdom for the present 
is a mixed one. In it are things that offend. 
Tares mingle with the wheat and will do 
so, until the end of the age. But while 
peace for the nations awaits the full triumph 
of the kingdom at the King’s reappearing, 
there is “abundance of peace,” the heart- 
peace that passeth understanding, for every 
soul that will yield to the Tranquilizer. 
He promised it when he said, “Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I. will give you rest” (Matt. 11: 28). 

And who is there, be he most richly 
endowed, most happily placed, who does 
not need this promised rest? In his poem, 
“The Gifts of God,” George Herbert has 
beautifully shown how God’s gifts, apart 
from the Giver, no matter how richly be- 
stowed, leave man “with repining restless- 
ness.” He imagines God, at man’s creation, 
as having “a glass of blessings standing 
by” from which he pours upon man all 
he can of beauty, wisdom, honor, and pleas- 
ure, Then: 


When almost all was out, God made a stay, 
Perceiving that alone, of all His treasure, 
Rest in the bottom lay. 
For if I snould (said He) 
Bestow this jewel also on My creature, 
He would adore My gifts instead of Me, 
And rest in Nature, not the God of Nature, 
So both should losers be. 


Yet let him keep the rest, 
But keep them with repining restlessness: 
Let him be rich and weary, that at least, 
If goodness lead him not, yet weariness 
May toss him to My breast. 


This is a poet’s way of echoing the truth 
set forth in the well known words of Au- 
gustine, “Thou hast made us for Thyself, 
and our hearts: are not at rest until they 
find rest in Thee.” 

One who long had sought peace in Hin- 
duism, and sought it vainly, said “that face 
has peace,” when he met Sadhu Sundar 
Singh. The Sadhu knew the Rest-Giver, 
and enjoyed his gift of rest. 

The rest that Christ gives is threefold. 
There is first the rest of the pacified con- 
science. Some of us live with the continual 
restlessness of an wumnpacified conscience. 
Our sins trouble us. Others manage by 
some soporific to drug conscience into more 
or less of insensibility. But life has its 
moments when conscience is shocked full 
awake and the false peace in which we have 
spent our days is known for what it is. It 
is then we realize our need of a pacified, 
not a drugged conscience. Blessed is he 
who then learns how that need can be met. 
The man who is saved and knows it can 
tell him. The pacified conscience is the 
possession of him who has looked away 
from self, in its fertile but futile suggestions 
for mending the past, and looked to a cru- 
cified, sin-atoning Saviour for pardon and 
peace. “Being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Rom. 5:1). 

Then there can follow the rest of trust- 
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ful dependence. The soul may be at peace 
about its sins, but sadly distraught with 
the cares of life. But ought these things 
so to be when we are enjoined to be “cast- 
ing all our care upon him” who careth 
for us? (1 Pet. 5:7.) And is it not 
written, “Be careful for nothing” (Phil. 
4:6), that is, “Do not be “full of care 
over anything?” The way to lose such 
wearing anxiety is revealed in the words 
that follow, “But in every thing, by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known unto God. 
And the peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, shall keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus.” Thus, as 
we bring all that would disquiet our hearts 
in childlike trust to our heavenly Father, 
the carefreeness of the child may be ours. 
“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, 
whose mind is stayed on thee: because he 
trusteth in thee” (Isa. 26:3). 

But there is also the rest of the blended 
will. To toil outside the will of God 
makes a fevered soul. To rebel at the 
will of God makes a fretting soul. But 
to do the will of him who sent him was, 
to our Lord, as meat to the hungry. It 
brought him continual satisfaction. He could 
ever say, “I delight to do thy will, O my 
God” (Psa. 40:8). He set his face stead- 
fastly toward Jerusalem, yet there was 
that about the cross from which he shrank 
in Gethsemane. Nevertheless, he so de- 
lighted in doing the will of God that even 
in Gethsemane’s agony and while facing 
Calvary’s forsaking he must cry, “Thy will, 
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not mine be done.” - And in proportion as 
we grow in Christlikeness we, too, shall 
delight to do or bear the Father’s will. 

There needs to be a yielding to the 
divine will both actively and passively to 
know the rest of the blended will. 

If we would avoid being made restless 
and distracted by the bustling activities in- 
cident to working out our purposes, we had 
better submit those purposes to the scru- 
tiny of God and be ready to renounce what 
is self-chosen and confine ourselves to what 
accords with the will of God for us. Ever 
straining in busy activity to realize a pur- 
pose entirely self-conceived, self-advancing, 
and self-glorifying is to invite the ultimate 
breakdown that comes into so many busy 
lives these days. But he who is busy at a 
God-given task has resources of strength 
and renewal from which he may draw so 
as to preserve a restful spirit amid crowd- 
ing responsibilities. 

“Peace, perfect peace, by thronging duties 
Tres: 

To P the will of Jesus, this is rest.” 

But the full triumph of the Rest-Giver 
is not in our days of working but in our 
days of waiting. It is blessed when through 
his presence we can run and not be weary. 
But it is glorious when: through him we 
can walk and not faint. The acceptance 
of God’s will along passive lines may be 
more blessed and more Christ-exalting than 
doing his will in active serving. “We do 
not readily learn that “they also serve who 
only stand and wait.” Yet Hebrews eleven 

(Continued on page 842) 














NoTES ON OPEN LETTERS 








The Shortest Book in the Bible 


It is sometimes a pleasure and mental 
relief to stand on the side-lines, as it were, 
of a relatively unimportant controversy 
that is carried on in good humor, Times 
readers may do this as they read the fol- 
lowing good-natured correspondence. 

Rev. Wade C. Smith, 
Greensboro, N. C. 
Dear Mr. Smith, 

In your “Say, Fellows,—’ column of 
September 14 you state that Second John 
is the shortest book in the Bible. Calcu- 
lated according to verses this is true, but 
according to the count of words, Third John 
is the shortest. My count gives Second John 
298 words and Third John 294. 


It had always been my impression that 
Third John is the shortest, but I never 
counted the words of both books until today. 
—A Florida reader. 

The statement to which the Florida 
reader refers was in the opening paragraph 
of Mr. Smith’s Sunday school lesson arti- 
cle in the Times, which read: 


“Say, fellows, a whole book in the Bible, 
consisting of only one chapter, and that 
containing only fourteen verses, is Third 
John. It is next to the shortest book in 
the Bible, Second John having that dis- 
tinction with only thirteen verses., It men- 
tions only three persons by name: Dio- 
trephes, Demetrius, and Gaius.” 


My dear Mr. ‘ 

ank .you for your favor challenging 
my statement that Second John is the short- 
est book in‘ the Bible, and giving the result 





of your count of words (Second John 298 
words and Third John 294 words) to show 
that Third John is the shortest. If you 
count letters imstead of words (and this 
would seem to more accurate test) 
I think you will find that Second John con- 
tains 1,200 letters, while Third John has 
1,222 letters, and by this measurement Sec- 
ond John is still the shortest book in the 
Bible. Of course this is of no importance, 
and I would never have counted letters on 
you, if your challenge had not roused the 
spirit of argument. Isn’t the Bible wonder- 
ful! —the living Word! 
incerely, 

Wane C. SmirTH. 


Dear Mr. Smith, 

I am glad to finally know what is the 
shortest book in the Bible. I had thought 
of counting the letters— and I surely will 
take your word for it that Third John has 
more letters than Second John. 


There, according to the count of let- 
ters (and leaving out the count of verses 
and words), Second John appears to be the 
shortest book in the Bible, or rather is the 
shortest ! 

The Florida reader and Mr. Smith were 
evidently referring to the King James Ver- 
sion. It is interesting to note that Second 
and Third John both contain the same num- 
ber of words in the American Standard 
Version, 299.. While some readers may 
wish to verify these figures for their own 
satisfaction, it is not likely that many will 
wish to pursue the comparison any farther. 
Perhaps the conclusion of the whole matter 
is not of any great importante, but at least 
the correspondence shows how two Chris- 
tain gentlemen can and should write to 
each other! 
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Do You Want These Articles?—Coming in 1936 


Which of them would you be willing to miss? 




















A Lawyer Questions an Atheist 


BOOK about the Bible has recently 

been published of which the author 

modestly says that it exposes “the 
greatest fraud ever perpetrated upon hu- 
manity.” Setting himself over against the 
convictions of true men and women since 
the world began, and over against the 
proved claims of God’s Word, this man who 
calls himself a “freethinker” says: “We 
know that the Bible has been proved wrong 
in all of its claims to authority.” 

His circular announcing his book was 
mailed to Irwin H. Linton, a lawyer who 
has practiced before the Supreme Court 
of the United States, and whose book, “A 
Lawyer and the Bible,” is one of the mas- 
terpieces of scientific and truly rational 
study of evidence. Mr. Linton wrote a 
long and remarkable letter to this free- 
thinker, asking him a number of ques- 
tions, and added: “If the logic of your 
book is as sound as the basic facts from 
which you reason are true, I want a copy.” 

The Christian lawyer asks the atheist to 
explain how he reaches his conclusions, and 
to do so in a simple, logical way. Need- 
less to say, the atheist has not answered. 

Every college student, pastor, teacher, 
and thoughtful Christian worker ought to 
read this searching letter from a lawyer 
to an atheist. It is brilliantly clear in its 
reasoning. It honestly concedes that some 
of the statements of fact made by the athe- 
ist are correct. But it shows, with inex- 
orable logic and finality, that the very 
facts cited by the atheist destroy the athe- 
ist’s position and prove the divine inspira- 
tion of the Book he thinks he can “expose.” 


+4 
Where Does Karl Barth Stand ? 


Karl Barth in Germany, like Kagawa 
in Japan, isa subtle puzzle to many Chris- 
tian people. Both men have been hailed 
as safe and true Christian teachers. That 
Kagawa is not was shown conclusively in 
an editorial in the Times of November 16 
giving copious quotations from his writings. 

What about Karl Barth, who has been 
heralded as leading the theological thought 
of Germany back to the old faith? It is 
more difficult to know just where he stands 
than in the case of Kagawa, for Barth 
constantly changes his positions, and his 
writings are difficult for most. people to 
follow. Even Fundamentalist teachers have 
been misled into thinking him essentially 
Scriptural in his positions: 

Barthianism has been called the greatest 
spiritual movement of this century. He is 
hailed as a-young Luther, the Calvin of 
the twentieth century, a preacher in the 
wilderness, a prophet sent of God, a great 
light in the theological sky. Others see 
in Barth a prophet of destruction. 

In earlier years he was Liberal and Mod- 
ernistic, then he became a religious Social- 
ist, then he delved deep into philosophy 
and theology. 


Where does Barth stand today, and what 
oes he really teach? He calls Jesus 
Christ “the great Incognito.” 

Dr. H. Framer Smith, well known as 
one of the leading evangelical Bible scholars 
of America, has undoubtedly studied Barth, 
his writings, and the voluminous litera- 
ture about Barth in both Europe and 
America, more closely than any other man 
on this side of the Atlantic. 

The Times has asked Dr. Smith to write 
a series of articles on Karl Barth, the man 
and the theologian, and show plainly the 
heart of his teachings and why they can- 
not be accepted by true, evangelical, Bible- 
believing Christians, 


Three Great Stories of Billy Sunday 
As Told by “ Bill” Ridgway 


Last week the Times announced that it 
would publish the story of one of the great- 
est experiences in the life of Billy Sunday 
and the University of Pennsylvania, — 
“When Billy Sunday Turned a Great Uni- 
versity Upside Down.” It has amazing 
details, never before published. 

But Mr. Ridgway, the much loved ra- 
conteur and teacher of The Busy Men’s 
Corner every week in THe SunNpAY SCHOOL 
Times, has written two more unpublished 
stories of the great evangelist. He tells 
what Sunday did.when, in Pittsburgh the 
baseball town, he preached his famous base- 
ball sermon and it fell flat. Billy Sunday’s 
unique and humble prayer is given, as he 
told the Lord before that great audience 
that “the Devil has knocked me out to- 
night,” — and amazing things followed. 

The other story is of Billy Sunday’s ex- 
periences in Denver, when a very prominent 
captain of industry employing hundreds of 
men, went home “boiling mad” after hear- 
ing Sunday preach. But that’s not the end 
of the story. 


$e 
Would You Master the Gospel 
of Luke ? 


Can you think through the Gospel of 
Luke with your Bible closed? 

Do you know what the theme .of the 
book is? 

Have you a working outline or synopsis 
of the contents of this Gospel, so that you 
can show how its twenty-four chapters 
move on, in that plan, from a definite be- 
ginning to the triumphant climax? 

Can you name outstanding features of 
Luke’s Gospel that make it different from 
the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and John? 

Are you prepared to lead your Sunday 
school class in six months’ study of Luke 
when, from January to June, 1936, the Sun- 
day school lessons cover every chapter and 
verse. in this wonderful book? 

Next week’s issue of THE Sunpay 
ScHoot Times will contain a masterly study 
of the Gospel of Luke, with just what you 
need for your personal study in mastering 


it, written by Dr. Robert C. McQuilkin, 
President of Columbia Bible College. 
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More Prophecy Signals Flying 


Have you been interested in the amazing 
fulfillments of Bible prophecy in Palestine 
described in vivid detail by Mr. Davis in 
the articles soon concluding in these col- 
umns? More than 20,000 subscriptions for 
the Times have been received since the 
first of October because of this extraordi- 
nary series. If you are one of these 20,000 
new members of the Times Family, or if 
you had been a reader before this, you 
will welcome the news that the Editor is 
arranging for new articles in this vital 
and thrilling field. 

Communism; “Frenzied Finance’; up- 
heavals in our economic conditions ; Italian- 
Ethiopian Crisis; meaning of Mussolini and 
Haile Selassie; modernistic pacificism; the 
shameless, “respectable” unbridling of lust 
and passion, approved and recommended by 
college and intellectual leaders; apostasy in 
high places in professing Christian churches 
and schools,—such Prophecy Signals as 
these will be discussed and interpreted by 
able and discerning students of God’s Word. 





What To Do About It 


If you are one of the 20,524 readers 
who have been getting THe SuNDAY 
ScHoot TrimEs recently by a ten-weeks 
subscription, we hope you will be un- 
willing to miss a single copy after the 
Palestine Prophecies series comes to 
an end in two weeks. A dollar bill 
slipped into an envelope (at our risk), 
with your name and address en- 
closed, and mailed to us will extend 
your Times subscription for 24 weeks 
more without a break—that is, for 
about six months (Canadian subscrip- 
tions, $1.10). 





Better still, do as thousands are do- 
ing —send us a club of 5 annual sub- 
scriptions (your own and 4 friends’) 
at the special club rate of $1.75 each. 
This saves 50 cents for yourself and 
each of your friends over the regular 
rate of $2.25, and insures your getting 
the paper for an entire year. 


Or, for less than 5 cents a week, 
you can send your own single sub- 
scription for a year; or send the Times 
to a friend as one of the most wel- 
come Christmas. gifts imaginable; 
these subscriptions are $2.25 each. 


Whichever plan you decide on, don’t 
allow any of these extraordinary arti- 
cles to get away from you; your sub- 
scription should be mailed at once. to 
The Sunday School Times Company, 
325 North 13th Street, Philadelphia. 
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Harnessing the River Jordan 


A great power plant that supplies electricity 
throughout a large part of Palestine 


By George T. B. Davis 
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REMARKABLE transformation has 
A taken place in Palestine industrially 

as well as agriculturally during the 
past twenty years. The ancient methods 
are rapidly disappearing, and the new in- 
dustrial age is evident on every hand, 

The old roads, thick with dust in sum- 
mer and rough and miry in winter, have 
giyen place to beautiful asphalt highways 
that make traveling a delight instead of a 
burden. The old-time carts and carriages 
that used to jolt slowly over the rough 
roads have almost entirely disappeared; 
now it is the Ford, the Chevrolet, the Aus- 
tin, and the Buick that whiz by just as they 
do in America and other lands. 

But there are two modes of transporta- 
tion left on the highways that still re- 
mind one of ancient times and add a pic- 
turesque touch to the landscape. One is 
the little donkey, which patiently bears 
its burdens, human and otherwise, as it 
did in the days of Balaam Jong ago. The 
other is the camel, which from time im- 
memorial has been one of the chief means 
of transportation in eastern lands. Today, 
amid the swish of motor cars, trains of 
camels still pass slowly along laden with 
all sorts of merchandise, just as they did 
when Joseph’s brethren sold him to the 
Ishmeelites that passed by on these lumber- 
ing “ships of the desert” more than 3,500 
years ago. 


Electric Bulbs Replacing Candles 


All over the land of Palestine this re- 
markable change from the old to the new 
is taking place. In the homes, even in 
towns and villages as well as cities, the 
candle is largely a thing of the past and 
the electric light bulb has taken its place. 
In the fields, in the time of harvest, scythe 
and sickle-are gradually disappearing, and 
the modern reaping machine does the work 
more quickly and economically. In an 
almost incredibly short space of time the 
country has been changed from an idle, 
listless land to one humming with activity 
and industry. 

Of all the modern developments that have 
taken place in Palestine since it was made 
a national home for the Jews, there are 
three industrial enterprises that stand out 
clearly defined against the horizon like 
three peaks of a great mountain. Two of 
the three have already been described: the 
discovery and commercializing of the long- 
hidden mineral wealth of the Dead Sea, 
and the laying of the pipe line for carry- 
ing oil from Mesopotamia to the Mediter- 
ranean. The third is the building of the 
Rutenberg hydro-electric power plant for 
harnessing the waters of the Jordan river 
and using them to bring electric light and 
industrial power throughout the length and 
breadth of the land. 

For ages past the river Jordan has been 
a source of inspiration for poets and hymn 
writers the world around. Who does not 
recall some of those beautiful hymns about 


Three greet industrial enterprises have 
been developed in Palestine in recent 
years. Mineral salts, representing 
enormous wealth, were discovered in 
the Dead Sea and are now being ex- 
tracted and sold in large quantities. 
A pipe line nearly a thousand miles 
long now carries oil from Mesopo- 
tamia to the Mediterranean, emptying 
it directiy into tankers in the newly 
constructed harbor at Haifa. In earlier 
articles in his series on fulfilled proph- 
ecy in Palestine, Mr. Davis described 
these two en feats, illustrat- 
ing his articles with photographs and 
amap. In this ninth article he tells of 
the third great accomplishment, the 
Rutenberg hydro-electric power plant 
on the Jordan. The series will be 
concluded in next week’s issue, and it 
has now been published in book form, 
illustrated with many photographs. 
Copies may be had from the Million 
Testaments Campaigns, 1505 Race 
Street, Philadelphia, cloth bound, 50 
cents, paper, 25 cents. 








the river Jordan that our fathers sang? 
Many will remember the old familiar lines : 
On Jordan’s stormy banks I stand, 
And cast a wishful eye 


To Canaan’s fair and happy land, 
Where my possessions lie. 


Today the practical has been added to 
the poetic and spiritual uses of this river 
that has been so prominent in the history 
of the children of Israel. In full accord 
with the transformation taking place in 
Palestine, the Jordan has been harnessed 
and is playing an important part in the 
building up of industries throughout the 
country. 

It was near the close of our stay in 
Palestine that we visited the Rutenberg 
power plant on the Jordan. In spite of 
the hot weather we thoroughly enjoyed the 
motor ride from Haifa to the Sea of Gali- 
lee. It gave one a thrill of pleasure to 
look down from the hills upon, the blue 
waters of Galilee, sparkling like a jewel 
in the sunlight. We passed through Ti- 
berias, and motored along the southern 
shore of the sea to where it empties into 
the Jordan. The stream was not wide at 
that point, but the drop of hundreds of 
feet between the Sea of Galilee and the 
Dead Sea makes a swift flow of water. 
The Palestine Electric Corporation 

The power plant is situated a few miles 
south of the Sea of Galilee. We had no 
difficulty in gaining admission as we had 
secured visitors’ passes from the headquar- 
ters in Haifa. The area occupied by the 
enterprise covers many acres on the banks 
of the Jordan. What most interested us 
were the three giant turbines through which 
the waters of the river race dowd and 
drive the machinery of the power plant and 
thus produce electrical energy.. The plant 
has a capacity of 25,500 horsepower. The 
dams, carals, and other buildings of the 


plant have been constructed for an ultimate 
capacity of 34,000 horsepower. 

The official name of the Rutenberg enter- 
prise is The Palestine Electric Corporation. 
The managing director is Pinhas Ruten- 
berg. The company was incorporated in 
Palestine in 1923. It holds two conces- 
sions, one for the river Jordan, the other 
for the Auja River that rises not far above 
Tel Aviv near the Mediterranean. With 
certain exceptions, one of which is the city 
of Jerusalem with a power plant of its 
own,. the corporation has been given the 
right to produce electrical energy not only 
throughout Palestine, but throughout 
Transjordania as well. 

The Jordan river power plant was only 
completed in 1932, but already it has proved 
quite insufficient to meet the rapidly increas- 
ing demand for electric power in Palestine. 
Recently a large steam-turbine power house 
was opened in Haifa with the same power 
capacity as the one on the Jordan. Plans 
are now being made for the erection of 
two more hydro-electric plants, also on the 
Jordan. 


When Shares of Stock Were Offered 


In the early part of this year the Ruten- 
berg company offered 600,000 new shares 
of stock at one pound each, a total of about 
$3,000,000, to the British public. The sub- 
scription list was to be opened one day 
and closed the next. But the demand for 
shares was so great that the offer had to 
be closed a few hours after it was opened. 
The applications for shares reached the 
amazing total of over $90,000,000! Thus 
the issue of shares by the Rutenberg com- 
pany was oversubscribed thirty-one times! 
Such an enormous oversubscription in a 
time of general depression shows the firm 
faith of the people of Great Britain in 
the future prosperity of Paiestine. 

The Rutenberg company is only one of 
the large industrial enterprises that have 
recently sprung up in the land. Some idea 
of the rapid industrial progress being made 
in Palestine may be gained from the fact 
that last year about $50,000,000 was in- 
vested in the country by Jews. As one 
sees the new buildings springing up every- 
where it is not surprising to learn that 
during the same year $26,000,000 was de- 
voted to the erection of buildings in -vil- 
lages, towns, and cities. More than $9,000,- 
000 was invested in the general ‘field of 
agriculture, and $7,500,000 was spent in 
industries and transportation. 

Various large industries are now operat- 
ing in Haifa, and new ones. are being plan- 
ned. On the outskirts of the city there 
is a large cement works that compares 
favorably in size with the big iron mills 
that cluster about Pittsburgh and Chicago 
and other industrial cities in America. One 
of the most widely advertised products of 
Palestine is the “Shemen” brand of olive 
oil and soaps, and it is in Haifa that this 
growing industry. is- located. 










































Lesson for December 29 


An interesting announcement of a large 
chemical plant to be established in Haifa 
is made in the pages of The New Palestine: 

“The largest chemical plant in the Near 
East, which -will free Palestine and sur- 
rounding countries from the need of Euro- 
pean importation, is to be erected in Haifa. 
The plant will have a capital of £1,000,000 
and is being established on the initiative of 
the British Imperial Chemical Industries, 
Ltd., and overseas Jewish manufacturers. 

“The success of the huge plant is as- 
sured from the beginning as the result of 
the signing of an agreement with the Iraq 
Petroleum. Company, which will purchase 
40,000 tons of sulphuric acid annually for 
a proposed petroleum refinery at Haifa. 
Previously the erection of such a refinery 
has been impossible owing to the lack of 
the necessary chemicals. 

“The plant, which will be of strategic 
importance in any military plans of the 
British Empire, will produce sulphuric acid, 
chloride, superphosphates, and caustic soda. 

“Large quantities of chloride used locally 
by the Palestine Potash Company for mak- 
ing bromine from the Dead Sea were pre- 
viously imported. This will now be sup- 
plied by the new chemical plant.” 

-A question in the minds of many as they 
look at the wonderful events taking place 
in Palestine today is this: How will the 
little land of Palestine be. able to accom- 
modate the increasing number of Jews 
returning to the homeland, and the still 
greater numbers that will be going back 
in the years to come? 

The answer is twofold. In the first 
place, the land of Palestine through irri- 
gation, fertilization, and intensive cultiva- 
tion, will be able to support millions of 
people again just as it did in the days of 
our Lord, and of Israel’s greatest national 
glory under David and Solomon. 

The second reply, however, gives the 
real answer to the question. The present 
land of Palestine is only a small part of 
the territory that God promised to Abraham 
and to his seed. In Genesis 15: 18 we have 
a description of the country God hadsboun- 
tifully provided for the chosen people: 

“In the same day the Lord made a 
covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy 
seed have I given this land, from the river 
of Egypt unto the great river, the river 
Euphrates.” 

The river of Egypt is at the southern 
extremity of the ancient land of Canaan, 
bordering on the wilderness of Paran. From 
that point to the Euphrates there is in- 
cluded a vast expanse of territory, which, 
when irrigated and cultivated, could accom- 
modate several times the 15,000,000 Jews 
that are in the world today. God’s words 
to Abram were not only a promise but 
a prophecy as well. The promise has never 
yet been fully appropriated, and the proph- 
ecy has not yet been fulfilled. But today, 
in the time-piece of God’s eternal purpose, 
the hour has struck to favor Zion. 

Soon Isaiah’s vision of. future blessing, 
of which we see at present only the begin- 
ning, will be gloriously fulfilled: 

“For the Lord shall comfort Zion: he 
will comfort all her waste places; and he 
will make her wilderness like Eden, and 
her desert like the garden of the Lord; 
joy and gladness shall be found therein, 
thanksgiving, and the voice of. melody.” 


(To be concluded) 
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Interesting tests on the quarter's 
lessons for Review Sunday 








What Do You Know of Judah’s Later History? 


By Geneva F. Walters, M.S. 








Who Said? 
For Adults and Young People 


Drrections: Give the name of the one 
saying each of the following Scripture quo- 
tations, 


1. “Surely he hath borne our griefs, and 
carried our sorrows.” 

2. “I cannot speak: for I am a child.” 

3. “Obey my voice, . . . that it may be 
well unto you.” 

4. “I will read the writing unto the king.” 

5. “If thou warn the wicked of his way 


to turn from it; ... thou hast de- 
livered thy soul.” 


6. “The Lord God of heaven. . . hath 
charged me to -build him an house 
at Jerusalem.” - 

7. “Not by might, nor by power.” 

8. “The hand of our God is upon all them 
for good that seek him.” 

9. “So built we the wall; ... for the 
people had a mind to work.” 

10. “Hold your peace, for the day is holy.” 

11, “Bring ye all the tithes into the store- 
house.” 

12. “The Lord hath done great things for 
us; whereof we are glad.” 


ANSWERS 

z. Ina. 533i a 7. Zech. 4: 6. 

a. Jer. 236. 8. Ezra 8: 22. 

3. Jets 7% 23. 9. Neh. 4:6 

4. Dan. 5:17. 10. Neh, 8: 11 

5. Ezek. 33:9. 11. Mal. 3: 10. 

6. Ezra 1: 2. 12. David — Psa. 

126: 3 

Matching 


For Young People and Intermediates 


Drrections: Place the number of the 
phrase in the right hand column that cor- 
rectly describes the word in the left hand 
column at the left of that column. 


1. Babylon 1. Commissioned to re- 
build the walls of 
Jerusalem 

“Watchman unto the 
house of Israel” 

King of Judah 

King of Persia 

Scene of Jewish cap- 


tivity 


2. Belshazzar 2. 


3. Ezra 3. 
4. Jeremiah 4. 
5. Nehemiah 5. 


6. Isaiah 6. Urged people to build 
again the Temple 

7. Ezekiel 7. Saw writing on the 
wall 

8. Cyrus 8. Led rebuilding of 


Temple 

Foretold of the suffer- 
ing Saviour 

Called the “Weeping 
prophet” 

Opposed the rebuild- 
ing of the walls of 
Jerusalem 

Scribe who taught the 


law 


9. Sanballat oO. 
10. Haggai 10. 


11. Zedekiah II. 


12. Zerubbabel _12. 


ANSWERS 
1. (5) 2Kings 25:11. 7. (2) Ezek. 33:7. 
2. (7) Dan. 5:1, 5,6. 8 (4) Ezra rt: 2. 
3. (12) Neh. 8: 2-4. 9. (11) Neh. 4: 7. 
4. (10) Lamentations. 10. (6) Hag. 1: 4ff. 
5. (1) Neh. 2: 5, 6. 11. (3) 2 Kings 25: 2, 
6. (9) Isa. 53 12. (8) Zech. 4:9. 


Completion 
For Intermediates and Juniors 


Directions: In each of the blank spaces 
place one word so that the meaning of 
the sentence will be complete. 


prophesied several hundred years 
before the coming of the Lord Jesus, 
and compared his sufferings to those 
of a —-—— led to slaughter. 

2. The Lord told Jeremiah his mission 
was twofold: to , and to . 


3. Jeremiah was told to stand in the 


I. 





























of the and exhort the 
people. 
4. was able to interpret the 
on the . 
5. The people of were taken cap- 
tive into . 





6. Ezekiel was called a 
house of Israel. 


for the 























¥, king of called for. vol- 
unteers to return to to rebuild 
the Temple. 

8. urged the people to continue the 
rebuilding of the 

9. a scribe led a group of Israelites 





out of captivity in back to 








10. Under the leadership of 
——-s of Jerusalem were rebuilt. 

11. The book of the of was 
read to the people by 


the 




















12. Malachi foretold the coming of the 
and also of 
the 
ANSWERS 
tT; ley. 83: 9. 7. Ezra 13 2, 4. 
2; Jer. 23 10. 8. Hag. 1:1, 8. 
3. Jer. 73 2 9. Ezra 7: 6-8. 
4. Dan. 5:17, 26-28. 10. Neh. 4:6. 
5. 2 Kings 25: 9-11. 11, Neh. 8:1, 2. 
6. Ezek. 33: 7. 12. Mal. 3: 1. 


_ One-Word Answer 
For Intermediates and Juniors 


Directions: Answer each question: with 

one word. 

1. Who was warned at a feast? 

2. What prophet taught individual respon- 
sibility ? 

3. What king gave the Jews permission 
to return to Jerusalem to rebuild 
the Temple? 

4. What people opposed the Jews in re- 
building the walls of Jerusalem? 

5. By whom had Nehemiah been commis- 
sioned to rebuild the walls? 

6. What scribe taught the people the law 
of God? 

(Continued on page 841) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 











By Ernest Gordon 
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Tracks.—At the annual meeting of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
Viscount Wolmer remarked: “Compared 
with the work of the Bible Society all 
efforts of politicians and writers, of builders, 
of statesmen, of journalists, of artists must 
seem puny. There is nothing that can com- 
pare with the importance of bringing the 
truth about God and our Lord Jesus Christ 
to every man who is alive on this earth.” 
The Rev. A. P. Lloyd of the Church 
Missionary Society gave illustrations of this 
from men who, by their lives and deaths, 
proved their devotion to the Word. “In 
the old days I have found scattered copies 
of Scripture along with the bones of faith- 
ful carriers who had died of thirst and 
privation in attempting to bring the Word 
of God to their people.” Then he mentions 
the late Apolo Kivebulaya, that Great- 
Heart of African Christianity, “I have 
never been more surprised than in finding 
the tremendous extent to which that man 
worked, carrying the message right away 
into that dark forest and across the plains 
down among the Wamba and many other 
tribes which hitherto had never received it. 
To my utmost surprise I found among the 
Wamba people not only great schools but 
churches built and filled with keen readers, 
I saw teachers who had been trained by 
Apolo, and the mystery of it all was that 
here was a man whom I suppose we should 
have called very illiterate. He had had no 
training, no college upbringing, but he 
knew his Bible from beginning to end.” 
Canon Apolo left a version of the Gospels 
in the Pygmy language and the British 
Bible Society expects soon to print it. 


Protesting Against the Machine.—E. G. 
Hamley writes in The Watchman-Exam- 
iner that church government among Bap- 
tists is now “of leaders, by leaders, and 
for leaders, They teil us, ‘You must not 
have this type of revival, you must not 
have this type of evangelist, you must not 
* give money for this unauthorized work.’” 
The result in Wisconsin is described: 

“The church in this state which had the 
largest number of conversions sand bap- 
tisms last year was one of our smaller 
churches which emphasized strongly the 
revival spirit and revival meeting. In the 
last ten years over one hundred new con- 
gregations have come into existence in this 
state outside of our regular church orders. 
Every one of them makes large use of 
evangelists and revival meetings. Every 
one of them has drawn their congregations 
largely from the older Baptist churches. 
They accept the Bible as their rule of faith 
and practice. They remind me of the early 
Baptist and Methodist churches in the days 
of. their power. One of our loyal church 
officers lately said; ‘Our church board is 
not favorable to evangelists and revival 
meetings. Our state officials are of the 
same opinion. I am hungry for these 


CC rrrcke ae Who Died in Their 


things. If I cannot get enough to eat at 
home I must go to the neighbors,’ ” 


A Consecrated Chinese Layman.— 
One of the leaders of the North China 
Baptist Convention is Kiang Tze Yu, head 
of four business concerns in Lungkow and 
mayor of the town. He has had little for- 
mal education, but is an indefatigable Bible 
student and preacher, in spite of his many 
commitments in commercial and civil life. 
“Although he has never had seminary 
treining he is,’ says Mr. Life of Hwangh- 
sien, “far ahead of many seminary gradu- 
ates in ability to interpret the Scriptures.” 
He is head of the Christian school that is 
run by the Lungkow Baptist Church and 
leads the chapel services every day when at 
home. He also leads inquirers’ classes 
held twice yearly with a week of intensive 
study and examination. 

His work as treasurer of the North 
China Baptist Convention requires keep- 
ing books and writing letters to the 
churches, yet he finds time to go to other 
churches to lead revivals. Thus he has 
been lately at the Laiyang City Baptist 
Church for some days leading the Chris- 
tians in Bible study. With all these respon- 
sibilities he gets up every morning before 
day to study the Bible and to pray, and 
his preaching is often with exceptional in- 
sight and_ thoughtfulness. 

How grateful should the Church be for 
such a man! 

Now let us turn, by way of contrast, to 
Yenching mission college, whose Chinese 
executive head, Dr. L. C. Wu, may have 
been trained in Union, or Yale, or Chicago. 
He is quoted as saying that “Jesus did not 
believe in the family system,” and he proves 
it, if you please, right out of the Bible. 
The parable of the woman in labor speaks 
of her as rejoicing that a human being 
had been born into the world, not into a 
family. “Hence in the new society it may 
not be necessary to preserve this system.” 


Mission Hospitals Answer.—The Pres- 
byterian Hospital at Tsingkiang, China, 
does an immense work at an expense (last 
year) of $73,017. Of this the patients 
pay $63,458, so that it is close to self-sup- 
porting. Not only are almost all the mem- 
bers of the hospital staff Christians, but 
most of them share in voluntary Christian 
work among the patients and in the local 
church, The report of this mission has this 
pertinent remark: 

“In ‘Rethinking Missions’ we are told 
that ‘the use of medical or other profes- 
sional service as a direct means of making 
converts, or public services in wards and 
dispensaries from which patients cannot 
escape, is subtly coercive and improper.’ 
But in Luke 5: 17-26 we learn that when 
a paralytic was brought to Christ for heal- 
ing our Saviour first said, ‘Man, thy sins 
are forgiven thee,’ and later on, ‘But that 
ye may know that the Son of man hath 
power upon earth to forgive sins, (he said 


unto the sick of the palsy,) I say unto 
thee, Arise and take up thy couch.’ 

“In our wards there have been no at- 
tempts to escape, but the greatest ‘willing- 
ness to hear and pleasure in hearing that 
we have ever experienced. Rather than it 
being improper to give the patients knowl- 
edge of the Saviour we would say with 
Paul, ‘How shall we escape, if we neglect 
so great salvation?” 

And the Central Hospital of the Amer- 
ican Presbyterian Mission in the Cam- 
erouns writes: “We believe that salva- 
tion depends upon a real faith in Christ 
with a turning away from sin, in short, that 
it is a new birth. We do not place medi- 
cines upon the bed or spread a display of 
surgical instruments about a patient and 
expect him to get well. Instead we utilize 
these agents with all the skill God has 
given us. Why should we exhaust every 
resource in a desperate effort to save life 
which is temporal and pay no attention to 
the spirit which lasts through eternity? 
We are treating sick souls as well as sick 
bodies. It is no light thing that in this 
hospital 4,231 people have signified their 
desire for relationship with Christ as Sav- 
iour, in the last ten years.” 


Not Merely Rice Christians.—Mrs. 
Sweet of Hangchow writes: “The famine 
has gone hard with some of God’s children, 
but they have borne it all without com- 
plaint. When rice has been distributed by 
an agent of the government, or by some 
wealthy man who wished to make merit by 
giving to the poor, they have been unwilling 
to give to Christians. They say, ‘You be- 
lieve in your God. Let him give you rice. 
Don’t come to us.’ These words recall, 
‘If thou be the Son of God, come down 
from the cross,’ and, ‘They watched him 
there.’ So they have sneered at our Chris- 
tians and watched them to see if their God 
would really come to their help. If they 
would but tear down their Christian posters 
from the walls of their homes and put up 
the idols they could have all the rice they 
needed to keep them from starving. Not 
a single baptized Christian failed. Neither 
did their God fail them. In many ways 
he undertook, sometimes by putting it upon 
the heart of a neighbor to divide with them, 
sometimes opening the way for work.” 

Mr. Jensen of Kiating remarks on the 
circulation of the Bible in China. “As I 
have gone about the district I have been 
impressed by the acquaintance with some 
of the teachings of the Bible that one finds 
in the most unpredictable places. Ricksha- 
pullers will start in and tell me about some 
of Jesus’ parables; carpenters will remark 
about our carpenter-Lord; people in out-of- 
the-way villages and market towns will 
chat quite intelligently about a story or 
teaching that has impressed itself on their 
minds. This all comes from the distribu- 
tion of portions of Scripture” { © 
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LESSON 13. 








AND THE RESTORATION. 


Golden Text.—The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him, and his 


tighteousness unto children's children.—Psa. 103: 17 


International Uniform Lesson 





DECEMBER 29. REVIEW: SIGNIFICANCE OF THE EXILE : 





The lees as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


ROM the Cross to the Crown is the 
F span of the twelve fascinating lessons 

that the Sunday schools of the world 
have been studying for the last quarter. 
The lessons began with Isaiah’s matchless 
portrayal’ of the cross, and closed with 
Malachi’s foretelling a new day. The pur- 
pose of God's redemption is set forth in 
these glorious messages. 


In the midst of these lessons, there be- 
gan in THe SunpaAy ScuHoo. TIMEs a sig- 
nificant series of articles on “Palestine 
Prophecies Fulfilled,” by George T. B. 
Davis. In these lessons Jerusalem and 
Palestine are the scenes of action. These 
events might be thought of as ancient his- 
tory, with little bearing on the present age. 
Empires have come and gone since little 
Judah occupied her place in history from 
Isaiah’s day to Malachi’s day. But notice 
this astounding fact: these up-to-date arti- 
cles on Palestine show that Palestine is 
still the center of the earth and the center 
of God’s plan. Mighty empires were con- 
tending in Palestine in those ancient days. 
The destinies of mighty empires will be 
settled today, as in those days, by this lit- 
tle land of Palestine. The seven prophets 
whose messages we study tell of these days 
in which we live. To us, Judah’s exile 
and restoration should have a tremendous 
significance. What is it? 


The Historical Setting 


Isaiah began his prophecy nearly 40 years 
before the ten tribes were takerf captive. 
He closed it about 110 years before the de- 
struction of Jerusalem. Jeremiah began 
70 years after Isaiah, prophesying until the 
destruction of Jerusalem. Ezekiel prophe- 
sied for 22 years, about 7 before the de- 
struction of Jerusalem and about 15 after- 
ward, Daniel began the first year of 
Nebuchadnezzar, about 19 years before the 
destruction of Jerusalem, continuing for 70 
years. The captivity of Judah was in three 
stages, under its last three kings. In the 
fourth year of Jehoiakim, the first year of 
Nebuchadnezzar, Judah went into bondage, 
about 605 B. C. In the eighth year of 
Nebuchadnezzar, a second deportation was 
made, including king Jehoiachin and 
Ezekiel. In the eleventh year of Zedekiah, 
Jerusalem was destroyed, about 586 B. C. 
There were several stages also in the resto- 
ration. The first captives returned in the 
first year of Cyrus, about 536 B. C.; and 
completed the building of the Temple 19 or 
20 years later, in 516 B. C. Nearly 60 
years later, came Ezra with his company, 
about 458 B. C. After 13 years, perhaps 
in 445, Nehemiah came. Malachi was prob- 
ably some years after the ministry of Ezra 
and Nehemiah, possibly near 400 B. -C. 


Lesson Calendar 
for the Fourth Quarter 


. October 6.—Isaiah Portrays the Suffer- 
ing Servant ..Isaiah 52:13 to 53 : 12; 
John 19 : 17-37 
Golden Text: Isaiah 53:5 
2. October 13.—The Story of Jeremiah. 
Jeremiah 1:1-10; 6:10, 113 8: 18; 
26: 1-24; Chapters 35, 37, 38 
Golden Text: Jeremiah 1:7 
3. October 20.—The Message of Jeremiah. 
Jeremiah 7 : 1-26 
Golden Text: Jeremiah 7 : 23 
4. October 27.—Belshazzar’s Feast (Inter- 
national Temperance Lesson). 
Daniel 5 : 
Golden Text: Proverbs 20 : 1 
5. November 3.—Judah Taken Captive. . 
2 Kings 24:1 to 25:21; Jeremiah 39: 1- 
Golden Text: Proverbs 14 : 34 
6. November 10.—Ezekiel Teaches Personal 
Responsibility .... Ezekiel 18 : 1-32; 33 : 
Golden Text: Romans 14: 12 
7. November 17.—The Return from Cap- 
tivity ..Jeremiah 29: 4-14; Ezra 1: 
1-11; Psalm 126: 
Golden Text: Psalm 126:3 
8. November 24.—The Message of Haggai 
and Zechariah. Ezra 3:1 to 6:22; 
Psalm 84 : 1-12; Haggai, Chapters 1, 2; 
Zechariah 4: 1-10 
Golden Text: Psalm 122:1 
9. December 1.—Ezra’s Mission to Jeru- 
" salem ..... ecccccccvccccee Ezra 7:1 to 8 : 36 
Golden Text: Ezra 8 : 22 
10. December 8.—Nehemiah Rebuilding the 
Wall of Jerusalem ..Nehemiah 2:1 to 7:4 
Golden Text: Nehemiah 4 : 6c 
11. December 15.—Ezra Teaching the Law 
of God. Ezra 7:10; Nehemiah, Chapter 8 
Golden Text: Psalm 119: 11 
12. December 22.—Malachi Foretells a New 
DRS 5s c¢ances eatanaoet Malachi 1:1 to 4:6 
Golden Text: Malachi 3:1 
13. December 29.—Review: Significance of 
the Exile and the Restoration. 
Golden Text: Psalm 103 : 17 
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Lesson Plans and Outlines 
“T.Have Loven You” 


1. Before the captivity: God’s love 
pleads for repentance, warns of destruc- 
tion, prophesies restoration (Lessons 1, 
2, 3). 

2. During the captivity: God’s love 
judges sin, preserves the remnant, warns 
the nation, prophesies restoration (Les- 
sons 4, 5, 6). 

3. In the restoration: God’s love pours 
out grace and protection, with longsuffer- 
ing patience with a backsliding people, 
prophesies future glory (Lessons 7, 8, 9, 
10, II, 12). 

Tue THREEFOLD MESSAGE 

Each chapter, each book, each event 
may be studied in the following threefold 
significance : 

1. God’s personal dealing with them 
as and where they were. 

2. God’s use of the men and events 
in working out his plan of redemption, 
culminating in Christ. 

3. God’s ordaining of men and events 
as types and foreshadowings of spiritual 
truths and events to come. 


Gon’s PropHETIC PROGRAM 
1. Israel and the Nations 
(1) Sin and judgment of Israel. 
(2) Sin and judgment of the nations. 


(3) Repentance and restoration of 
Israel.” 


(4) Repentance and blessing of the 
nations. 


2. Christ Himself (1 Pet. 1: 11.) 


(1) The Sufferings of Christ: his 
first coming in humiliation and mercy, 
inaugurating the present Church age 
of grace, 


(2) The Glories that shall follow: 
his second coming in power, in judg- 
ment on evil, inaugurating the King- 
dom age of judgment and blessing. 


Sentence Summaries of the Lessons 


Two sentences are given with each 
lesson, the first summing up the cen- 
tral teaching of the lesson, the second 
giving a personal application; in each 
case the application is linked with the 
Golden Text of that lesson. 


1. In the greatest single prophecy of the 
Old Testament, Isaiah goes to the heart 
of redemption in picturing Christ as the 
suffering Servant crucified for us; but the 
prophecy climaxes with the exaltation of 
that suffering Servant as the satisfied Sav- 
iour. 

We know Isaiah 53 by heart only when 
we have seen something of the awful sin- 
fulness of our own personal sin, and the 
victorious completeness of what Christ did 
to put away that sin (Isa. 53:5). 


2. The story of Jeremiah’s forty years 
of fearless faithfulness in the midst of his 
persecutions and his sufferings and sorrows 
for Israel is a picture of the bleeding heart 
of Christ, but also a testimony to God’s 
sure word, God’s clear guidance, God's 
blessed protection, and God’s infinite power. 

We Christians are called, not to be arm- 
chair prophets, but to suffer and triumph 
as Jeremiah did, to act in God’s power and 
to speak in God’s wisdom (Jer. 1:7). 


3. Gentle Jeremiah, like his gentle Lord, 
blazes out in hot indignation against all 
hypocrisy, especially the greatest of hypoc- 
risies—religion without righteousness; 
Jeremiah was not only the prophet of judg- 
ment and exile, but also the prophet of 
restoration and of the new covenant with 
repentant Israel. 

Under the new covenant, we also are to 
obey God, first in repentance and faith, 
and then, by his grace and power, we obey 
him because we love to do it, with his laws 
written on our hearts (Jer. 7: 23). 


4. Jeremiah, the prophet of Judah’s fall, 
is followed in the lessons by Daniel, prophet 
of Babylon’s fall; Daniel, living for God 
and his glory is set against Belshazzar, 
living for the world, the flesh, and the 
Devil, weighed in the balances of God and 
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found wanting: Belshazzar’s feast has be- 
come a symbol of Belshazzar’s folly. 

No one sings today, “I would be like 
Belshazzar bold”; but those who are given 
to wine and worldly pleasures are choos- 
_ing the way of Belshazzar and his gods 
of gold, and not the way of Daniel and 
Daniel’s conquering Lord (Prov. 20:1). 

5. Judah, highest of nations under David 
and Solomon, became the lowest of nations 
under Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah ; 
she was taken captive, not because of the 
power of Babylon the world empire, but 
because she turned from her God; and they 
who were called to be God’s kings, served 
self, and sin, and Satan. 

America, like Judah, has become the most 
favored of nations, and should have a 
passion for righteousness instead of a pas- 
sion for worldly prosperity (Prov. 14:34). 

6. Ezekiel, “son of man,” prophet of 
God’s glory, made vividly clear that the 
God of nations is also the God of indi- 
vidual souls, and that to this personal God 
each of us has a personal responsibility,’ 
—to hear his voice and to live out our 
lives as those accountable to him. 

We are responsible for ourselves, and 
also for others, responsible to hear God’s 
watchmen, then to become watchmen to 
warn and win others; we render an account 
for both -(Rom. 14: 12). 


7. Not Nebuchadnezzar, but the God of 
justice and judgment, destroyed Jerusalem; 
not Cyrus, but the God of love and mercy, 
restored Jerusalem; these great things that 
God did for his people are but faint shadows 
of the exceeding great things he will do for 
Israel, and. for the world, in Israel’s final 
“return.” 

‘As we rejoice over the fulfillment of 
prophecy in Israel’s return, let us rejoice 
the more in what Christ has done for us, 
and most of all in what he will yet do, so 
that unbelievers will notice our gladness 
and glorify our God (Psa. 126:3). 


8. The glorious revival of the 50,000 who 
returned to Jerusalem with Zerubbabel was 
all but buried in the outward opposition and 
the inward defeat of God’s people, till the 
trumpet call of Haggai and Zechariah 
brought them back to a faith. that. finished 
the Temple in triumph, foreshadowing the 
final triumphing of Christ in a more glori- 
ous temple. 

Our delight should be in our Father’s 
business, and in our Father’s house; does 
our interest center there or in our own con- 
cerns? (Psa. 122: 1.) 


9g. More than a completed Temple was 
needed to hold backsliding Judah, and God 
sent a missionary to Jerusalem named Ezra; 
a new era of preparation for Messiah be- 
gan with Ezra, God’s true priest, because 
he was a Spirit-led scribe in the law of 
God (Mal. 2:6, 7). 

Ezra is ‘a call to us to be great seekers 
of God; if we aré, we shall be, like him, 
men of the Bible, men of prayer, men of 
faith, men of action and venture for God, 
and men-of sure success (Ezra 8: 22), 


10. Judah needed not only a priest, but 
a king; and noble Nehemiah, a true king, 
“the ‘man who can,” worked that miracle 
of getting all Judah to work together in 
building the wall; and the enemy found that 
“those feeble Jews” had a mighty God 
who. worked for those who waited for him. 

When God’s people are united in the 
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Lesson Calendar 


Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Phirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 

a copy, or $1 a dozen. 

First Quarter, 1936 
1. January 5.—A Mother’s Song ........ Luke 1 
2. January 12.—A Prophetic Vision ....Luke 2 
3. January 19—Jesus Prepares for His 
4 
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WROTE cc cccccccecscenevenvcesecs Luke 4 : 16-44 
January 26.—Jesus Declares His Pur- 
POSE oo crcccdscccccccccesocccsce Luke 4: 16-44 
5. February 2—Jesus Calls Disciples ..Luke 5 
6. February 9.—Jesus Insists on Right- 
GOUBMCES %occscccedccdcdorsrdvosesasce Luke 6 
y. February 16.—Jesus Helps a Doubter. 
Luke 7 


~ 


February 23.—People Before Property. 

_(May be used with temperance 
application) .........++- peeuschsceetet Luke 8 
9. March 1.—Vision and Service ........ Luke 9 

10. March 8.—Jesus Teaches Neighborliness. 
Luke 10 

11. March 15.—Jesus Teaches His Disciples 
OO VROE 38 kisccnd cenivevacianasbayeaes Luke 11 

12, March 22.—Jesus Teaches True Values. 
Luke 12 
13. March 29.—Jesus Explains the Kingdom. 
Luke 13 








work of God; they are invincible; and to 
be united they must be separated from 
compromising teaching and compromising 
conduct, having not only “a mind to work,” 
but to wurk the work of God (Neh. 4: 6c). 


11. A combination like Ezra and Nehe- 
miah means revival; the man who sought 
God’s Word, to do it, and to teach it, led 
the people to build the real wall of pro- 
tection against the enemy, and of separation 
unto God, — obedience to the Word of God. 

Nothing should satisfy us today except 
a revival like that under Ezra, resulting 
in conviction of sin, forgiveness, exceed- 
ing great gladness, and the passing of the 
blessings on to others; one thing will bring 
such a revival—the Word of God (Psa. 
119: II). 


12. Malachi, last of the Old Testament 
messengers, sums up the Old Testament 
message, and foretells the coming of John 
the Baptist, forerunner of God’s supreme 
Messenger; but the new day is to be one 
of sifting and judgment, in order to the 
refining and purifying of his people —a new 
day to be completed at Christ’s second 
coming. 

God’s challenge through Malachi to the 
Christian Church and to the individual 
Christian today is to “prove me now,” by 
putting God first, expecting revival now, 
a new day of God’s making, not our. own, 
while also looking for the new, day of 
Christ’s return (Mal. 3:1). 


The Heart of the Lessons 


The heart of the Old Testament history 
is the exile and the restoration of God’s 
people Israel. But it is far more than a 
history. I. is a prophecy —a prophecy that 
sets forth God’s eternal principles in deal- 
ing with nations and individuals, and a 
prophecy that sets forth also the future 
destiny of the world. That future destiny 
centers around Israel. The times of the 
Geatiles began when God’s nation, having 
rejected their own king, came under Nebu- 
chadnezzar, ruler of the first of the four 
great world empires.. Our Lord prophe- 
sied that Jerusalem would be trodden down 
of the Gentiles until the times of the Gen- 
tiles are fulfilled (Luke 21:24). Cyrus 
and Alexander the Great, the’ two world 
emperors who «succeeded: Nebuchadnezzar, 
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will be followed by a fourth, who will be 
the Antichrist, the final world ruler of a 
revived Roman empire. 

The destruction of Jerusalem under 
Nebuchadnezzar, following rejection of 
God’s prophets, was the forerunner of the 
destruction of Jerusalem wnder Titus in 
A. D. 70, following rejection of Messiah, 
God himself come in the flesh. The sev- 
enty years of captivity was a foreshadow- 
ing of the present scattering of Israel, which 
has lasted more than 1,900 years. 

The restoration after the seventy years’ 
captivity was what Ezra called “a little 
reviving in our bondage” (Ezra 9:8). That 
little reviving is a foreshadowing of the 
final restoration of Israel. Paul said that 
the fall of Israel, in rejecting her Mes- 
siah, was the occasion of God’s mighty 
blessings in this age of grace upon the Gen- 
tile nations (Rom. 11:11, 12).. Then he 
asks, with wondering joy, “What shall the 
receiving of them be, but life from the 
dead?” (Rom. 11:15.) That is, when 
Israel repents and returns to God, there 
will be such multiplied blessings for the 
nations of the world that it will be “life 
from the dead.” This is the significance 
of the exile and restoration. It is the out- 
line of God’s dealings with men. This is 
the reason for the tremendous attention 
given to it by the Bible historians and 
prophets. But it is not a future message 
only. It is a challenge today to individuals, 
to the Church of Christ, and to the nations, 
to remember that God is a God of judg- 
ment and a God of loving kindness, reach- 
ing out his arms of love to save men. How 
patiently he bore with Israel! How pa- 
tiently he has borne with us! His con- 
quering love and grace will yet restore 
Israel (Neh. 9: 30, 31). 

Cotumaia, S. C. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Dr. in, 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them see 
whether they can discover the answers as 
given on a later page of this issue? 


UOTE some of the many restoration 
promises of the Lord through his 
prophets. _ 

2. What was the last Old Testament proph- 
ecy of the Second Coming of the Lord? 

3. Has God cast off his people Israel, as 
many think, forever? 

4, Is God overruling yet in the history of 
nations ? 

5. What two great characteristics of God, 
which are prominent in all the Old Testament 
record, are mentioned in the Golden Text? 

6. Which two of the four major prophets 
contain a great deal about the personal life 
and experiences of the prophets? Which two 
record very little of the experiences and inner 
feelings of the prophets? 

7. What are some of the outstanding at- 
tributes and characteristics of God revealed 
in the lessons of the exile and restoration? 

_ 8. Were all the prophecies of the restora- 
tion and blessing of Israel fulfilled in the 
return from Babylon, or is there to be a future 
restoration? 

_.9. In what ways is Malachi a fitting and 
ideal book to close the Old Testament! 

10. What message in Malachi encourages 
us to pray for and expect revival today ? 


Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 840 of this issue. : 
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Lesson for December 29 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Review.—Our Father, 
thou hast set before us in thy Word the ex- 
periences of many a life that rendered great 
service in thy dealings with thy people. Men 
of old spake forth for thee thy messages to 
the people, and by word and by life, encour- 
aged, amd rebuked, and quickened those who 
stood among the nations as specially thy 
chosen people. We thank thee, our Father, for 
the deep lessons of this last quarter, as we have 
been confronted in our study by the prophets 
and by other leaders. Help us to realize the 
consequence of disobedience, as set forth in 
the history that we have been studying, and 
may we yield to the loving invitation that thou 
art ever extending to return to thyself, if we 
have wandered far away from thee. We ask 
this in the nazae of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 


A Word to the Superintendent.—The 
day in which we live is so marked by 
chaotic conditions, that a study of the Old 
Testament prophets seems almost like a 
study of what God would iike to say to 
the people of today. He is seeking to do 
this through many faithful voices, and espe- 
cially to warn people of the disastrous 
effects of-disobedience to his commands, and 
of the great blessings that follow those 
who follow him. We ought to realize also” 
that these days in which we live are charged 
with heavy responsibilities for many of 
God’s children, and there is need for un- 
derstanding the course of events, and what 
lies ahead in God’s plan. for the world. 
The superintendent, himself, might well in 
this review choose a few incidents from 
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the quarter that are of the same nature as 
events through which we are passing now, 
and point out what God has to say to those 
who are thus situated. Take, for example, 
the message of Jeremiah, in the October 
20th lesson, in which the word “obey” 
stands out so prominently. A ten minutes 
straight talk by the superintendent on that 
one lesson might make a great impression 
on the school, because many of our present 
day failures are real failures in obedience, 
and young and old greatly need that lesson 
now. Perhaps the superintendent would 
like to plan for a written review, which 
has been so useful in many schools, in the 
departments where a review of this sort 
would be appropriate, and here is a sug- 
gestive list of questions to be dictated from 
the desk, and answered in writing: 

1. Of whom was Isaiah speaking in the 
lesson of October 6th? 

2. Was Jeremiah going to be popular, or 
not, because of his prophecy? : 

3. Is popularity important to one who 
has a message? 

4. Tell briefly the story of Belshazzar’s 
feast, and name the words written on the 
wall. 

5. By whom was Judah taken captive? 

6.. What was Ezra’s mission to Jeru- 
salem? 

7. Describe briefly the rebuilding of the 


wall of Jerusalem, and tell under whose 
direction it was done. 
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8. Who especially taught the law of God 
to the people at this time? 


9. How do you think we can best ob- 
serve Christmas? 


10. Describe the visit of the Wise Men 
to the child Jesus. 


The Busy Men’s Review 


By William H. Ridgway 


Lesson 1.—Israel Portrays the Suffer- 
ing Servant (Isa. 52:13 to 53:12; John 
19: 17-37). The Burden Bearing One had 
one constant invitation, “Come unto me, 
all ye that ... are heavy laden.” But 
many prefer to carry the load alone, And 
are crushed. We happen for the most part 
to be just “fool sheep,” with a constant 
trend to “walk out on” our Good Shep- 
herd. Because it is the line of least resist- 
ance and so easy to do. But the Intercessor 
is never idle, and when we let him he 
“stands for us.” 


Lesson 2.—The Story of Jeremiah (Jer. 
I: 1-10; 6:10, 11; 8:18; 26: 1-24; chaps. 
36, 37, 38). Neither Heaven nor earth 
can make much use of men or women 
unless they get down to the child level 
in mental attitude. The “dumbbell” boy 
usually makes the best mechanic because 
he is teachable! God has to keep patting 
his best folks on the back with his “Fear 
not.” Nobody likes “bad news,” but all 
can have “Good News” for the asking. 


Lesson 3.—The Message of Jeremiah 
(Jer. 7:1-26).. Out in the country is 
where folks are most likely to be caused 
to dwell in “this place.” The city dweller 
is always on the move. The Jews have 
been the champion “Missers” of the world. 
They rebelled against the Father and re- 
jected the Son. 


Lesson 4.—Belshazzar’s Feast (Interna- 
tional Temperance Lesson) (Dan, 5: 1- 
31). MENE: A sad word to be said of 
any man. But it is‘a word old John Bar- 
leycorn is today saying to many a fine 
young man. It means “Get out.” TEKEL: 
Weighed and found to be that most use- 
less of all the great human family a “light 
weight.” Found in society and police news. 
PERES: Divided, cut off. Had Dad let 
liquor alone there would have been no 
broken home and family. 


Lesson 5.—Judah Taken Captive (2 
Kings 24:1 to 25:21; Jer. 39: 1-18). 
America in all her history has never had 
a food shortage, and America as a nation 
in all her history has not yet turned her 
back on God. Take out a cent and look 
what you read on it. “In God We Trust.” 
Israel was only hungry when she forgot 
God. And by the same desertion of her 
God she started on the downgrade that 
ended in Babylonian captivity. It was in 
this lesson we discussed the advantages of 
being poor. 


Lesson 6—Ezekiel Teaches Personal 
Responsibility (Ezek. 18: 1-32; 33: 1-20). 
The watchman’s job is a most important 
one and can be a dangerous one, both 
physically and spiritually. It is a job of 
warning as well as protection, What is it 
to be “wicked”? “Evil principle,” says the 
dictionary. Little’s bull was “wicked” but 
not evil in: principle. Our God does not 
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speak much about the “forget.” His word 
is the splendid one of “forgive,” and that 
is why we keep happy! 


Lesson 7.—The Return from Captivity 
(Jer. 29: 4-14; Ezra 1: 1-11; Psa, 126: 1- 
6). God has a splendid way of helping 
those who are busy with his affairs. He 
“stirs” up the spirit of the man or woman 
who is able to do the helping. Hence one 
of the delights of Christian work is the sur- 
prise help. Ezra had a great adventure for 
Israel, greater than that of the old Spanish 
conquistadores. He was strengthened with 
gold and silver, but the real sure strength 
was the hand of God. 


Lesson 8.—The Message of Haggai and 
Zechariah (Ezra 3:1 to 6:22; Psa. 84: 
1-12; Hag., chaps. 1, 2; Zech. 4: 1-10), 
Israel, when she turned away from her 
God to Baal and the multitude of other 
heathen gods, met the same fate as the 
cow of the man who had “naught to 
give her.” She “kicked the bucket.” 
The gold and silver we thought was 
ours is not. All we have as money 
are the I. O. U.’s of Uncle Sam. But 
we also have the unfailing promises of 
God. Buy a pocket Bible and you will 
always have a pocketful of God’s promises. 
Electricity ! 


Lesson 9.—Ezra’s Mission to Jerusalem 
(Ezra 7:1 to 8: 36). Lots of Bible readers 
skim through the Book just as they ride 
through the landscape. So the splendid 
promise, “The hand of our God is upon all 
them for good that seek him,” is not 
noticed. It is another way of stating God’s 
protecting care. Ezra was human. After 
boasting that his God’s hand was with 
him, he had not the face to ask for soldiers. 
The Africa Inland Mission is an exhibit. 
God helps, but only as far as “First Ave- 
nue” 


Lesson 10.—Nehemiah Rebuilding the 
Wall of Jerusalem (Neh. 2:1 to 7:4). 
Two kinds of “mind.” Willingness and 
intellectual faculty. The question was 
raised, How many hold-a-good-job kind of 
workers in the average church? Nehe- 
miah’s great object lesson as how to 
handle a situation and fill out a blank 
check, “So I asked God.” And there 
hangs the key to all success. Life is a 
fight, and God fights for us. 


Lesson 11.—Ezra Teaching the Law of 
God (Ezra 7:10; Neh., chap. 8). This 
was a lesson of the “prepared heart.” If 
there is no preparation of the ground there 
is no crop for the harvest. I told about 
my old boy Karl and how he came to the 
top. God has given clear directions for 
every fellow. But with most it is in one 
ear and out the other. An opening all the 
way through. And the moral was, If pos- 
sible live your life out in Eden. 


Lesson 12,.—Malachi Foretells a New 
Day (Mal. 1:1 to 4:6). I hope that 
every one in this final lesson got the strik- 
ing reaction of the Old African, from the 
tall grass, to modern civilization as he saw 
it at Elizabethville. “Missi, to have more 
is not to be better.” When a man starts 
toward Heaven, Heaven starts toward the 
man. With.this difference: the man drags, 
but Heaven runs. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

If a Sparrow?—The mercy of the Lord 
is from everlasting to everlasting upon them 
that fear him, and his righteousness unto 
children’s children (Golden Text). A 
sparrow had built its nest on a freight car 
which had been ordered to the shops for 
repair; and when the car was in order and 
started again into service, a nest of young 
sparrows seemed about to be robbed of 
a mother’s care. But, though the car trav- 
eled several hundred miles, the mother bird 
would not desert her young. The sympathy 
of the trainmen was touched, and they noti- 
fied the division superintendent, who or- 
dered the car out of commission until the 
little birds were able to care for them- 
selves. If a great railroad system can be 
ordered so as to protect helpless sparrows, 
is it hard to believe that the great Super- 
intendent of the universe orders all things 
for the good of His children?—From God’s 
Revivalist and Bible Advocate. Sent by 
Ruth B. McDowell, Mooers, N. Y. 


At the End of the Journey.—The mercy 
of the Lord is from everlasting to everlast- 
ing upon them that fear him (Golden Text). 
To certain members of a party of young 
men, who were climbing one of the high- 
est mountains in the Adirondacks, the trail 
seemed unnecessarily circuitous and diffi- 
cult. It appeared from below that a much 
more direct route might have been taken, 
and when the marked trail led over a par- 
ticularly rough and miry stretch these 
young men became almost convinced they 
had been unwise to follow the trail care- 
fully marked out by the rangers. However, 
when some time later they came out on 
a rise of ground and were able to look 
back upon the way they had come, they 
saw that what had appeared below to be 
a more direct route led to an impassable 
precipice. Today, as we stand and look 
back upon the way we have come, perhaps 
we, too, shall be able to see that many 
of the difficulties and seemingly unneces- 
sarily hard places were after all God’s lov- 
ing providences. Perhaps that thing that 
we desired so much and that, from the 
lower end of the trail looked so alluring 
and inviting, we now may see would not 
have brought the happiness we expected. 
Perhaps that illness that seemed so puzzling 
at the time, now gleams as a bright spot 
because of the lessons learned—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Ruth B. 
McDowell, Mooers, N. Y. 


The Hands and the Pivot.—The mercy 
of the Lord is from everlasting to everlast- 
ing (Golden Text). Our life is like the 
dial of a clock. The hands are God’s hands, 
passing over and over again—the short 
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hand, the Hand of Discipline; the long 
Hand the Hand of Mercy. Slowly and 
surely the Hand of Discipline must pass, 
and God speaks at. each stroke; but over 
and over passes the Hand of Mercy, show- 
ering down sixtyfold of blessing for each 
stroke of discipline and trial; and both 
hands are fastened to one secure point, the 
great unchanging heart of a God of love. 
—From Heart and Life. Sent by Ruth 
B. McDowell, Mooers, N. Y.; and Mrs. 
M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


When Is God Loving?—The mercy of 
the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting 
(Golden Text). “A mother said to me 
upon the recovery of her child from a 
serious illness, ‘Wasn’t God good to give 
us back our child?” I was: about to agree 
with her, when a thought came to me as 
never before, and to her surprise I said: 
‘Yes; but would not God have been just 
as good and just as kind if your child had 
not come back to you?’ Her answer was 
doubtful and without any enthusiasm. It 
is easy to give thanks and to speak of the 
goodness of God when we are having our 
wishes granted and everything is going our 
way. But when we realize that we are 
to thank God for all things, we are brought 
face to face with the fact that pleasure, 
gladness, gratification are not essential fea- 
tures in thanksgiving. In the midst of» 
shadows, knowing that we are to thank 
him for all that we are passing through, we 
are to find our motive and ground for 
thanks in faith and not in gratification. 
. . » God is always good. God is always 
love. Therefore we may indeed, with hearts 
overflowing with thanksgiving, trust and 
praise and thank him always.—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Emily Mc- 
Farland, Newark, Ohio. 


What Is Eternity ?—From everlasting to 
everlasting (Golden Text). What is eter- 
nity? was a question once asked at the 
deaf and dumb institution at Paris. A 
beautiful and striking answer was given 
by one of the pupils, “The lifetime of the 
Almighty.”—From “5000 Best Modern II- 
lustrations.” Sent: by Emily McFarland, 
Newark, Ohio. 


Older than the Obelisk.—The loving- 
kindness of Jehovah (Golden Text, R. V.). 
Cleopatra’s Needle, cut out of the red 
granite of Egypt more than three thousand 
years ago, and floated down the Nile to 
stand before the splendid heathen temple of 
the sun, was many years ago brought to 
England. At cost of great labor and money 
it was transported to London, and placed 
on the Thames Embankment. In the pedes- 
tal built for its reception was deposited a 
jar containing copies of the Bible in four 
languages, and of one particular verse in two 
hundred and fifteen languages, so we are 
told in a history of the Bible Society. The 
obelisk that looked out on the pasture fields 
of Goshen when the Exodus had, perhaps, 
not yet begun, holds now in its safe-keep- 
ing the whole story of Israel. And the 
one verse? It is fitting that it should be 
written in many languages, for it is the 
charter of hope for all peoples and ages: 
“For God so lovéd the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.”—Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Ewell, Surrey, Eng. Prize illustration. 























Lesson for December 29 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


wee Jesus Christ was a little baby, 
there were wise men from the far 
east, probably Babylon or India, who came 
to Bethlehem, seeking the Saviour. They 
went first to the king, wicked Herod, to 
find out where Christ was to be born, for 
they had seen his star in their own .coun- 
try, and had followed it to Judea, where 
they seem to have lost it. Herod was not 
going to have any other king in his coun- 
try, but he was very clever, so he told 
them that the Jews said their prophet had 
said Jesus would be born in Bethlehem, in 
Judea, and for them to go and find him 
and then come and tell him so he could 
go and worship, too. So they started for 
Bethlehem, and lo, the star appeared again, 
and they followed it and it came and stood 
over where Jesus was. When they saw 
the star, they were greatly rejoiced, for 
they had followed it a long way. Then 
when they came into the house and saw 
the young child, they worshiped him. 

Then they opened their treasures, and 
gave him gifts — gold, and frankincense, and 
myrrh. We know what gold is, don’t we? 
It is still precious and we value it. Frank- 
incense was a spice or incense, very pre- 
cious at that time, and it was used in the 
worship in the Temple. Myrrh was an- 
other valuable herb. These were all valu- 
able gifts, worth much money. The wise 
men- didn’t bring to Christ something that 
was not good. Sometimes people give to 
the Lord that which they do not want or 
cannot use for themselves. That sort of 
gift is not acceptable to the Lord. In the 
Old Testament tabernacle and Temple of- 
ferings, everything had to be perfect, to 
offer to God. : 

Let’s think about this a little. Do we 
bring God our very best things? I won- 
der if we aren’t just a little nicer to our- 
selves than we are to God. Maybe we 
give our old worn-out things to the mis- 
sionary box, but do we give things that 
are good, that we could use pr ourselves ? 
Sometimes we spend dimes for ourselves, 
and save a penny for Sunday school. Dear 
me, aren’t we ashamed of ourselves? If 
pennies are all we have, then we can offer 
God pennies, but let us not offer the left- 
overs to eur heavenly Father. 

This is the very last Sunday in this 
year. Next Sunday we shall be in -1936. 
We are thinking about gifts today. I wish 
you would all think hard, and then tell 
me some of the gifts God has given you 
this year, and I’ll write them on the board. 
Home, father, mother, brother, sister, a new 
car, a new house, clothing, food — yes, all 
these things. .What is God’s greatest Gift? 
The Lord Jesus Christ, yes. 

Now I want to ask you, Did you take 
all these things God gave you? Did you 
thank him? 

I want to write down now the things you 
have given God. There’s one thing he 
wants very much. It is yourself. If you 
have accepted God’s Son, his great Gift, 
as your Saviour, and have given yourself 
to him; to serve him, then this has been a 
very wonderful year for you. If you haven't, 
won’t you do it now? No, you're not too 
little. Aren’t you old enough to love your 
mother and father? Then you are old 
enough to love the dear Lord Jesus. Do it 
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today, so you cap start next year right, 
The Memory Tandy eye] ab} on a 
card will give them something 'to take home. 
Monesto, Cat, 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys" Class 
Review 


AY, fellows, during the last quarter 

we have been with God’s people Israel 
in more than three centuries of tragic 
history. We have seen them as a power- 
ful nation forgetting the God who had 
preserved them and fought their battles, 
keeping back their enemies and giving 
them every opportunity to remain a pros- 
perous and happy people. We have heard 
the rebukes and warnings of the faithful 
prophets God sent to them from time to 
time, and we have seen them trifling with 
God’s goodness, going into idolatry, and 
giving themselves. over to many abomina- 
tions. Then we have seen them conquered 
by their enemies and taken captive, their 
Temple and cities destroyed, as the inevit- 
able fulfillment of the punishment foretold 
by God’s faithful messengers. At last we 


% 839 
saw their pathetic captivity and God’s com- 
passion, forgiving and restoring the peni- 
tent remnant to their native land, with 
the rebuilding of their beloved Jerusalem 
and the great Temple within. 

It is the story of the exile and restora- 
tion. . 

And it is like the experience of many 
an individual fellow. 

Blessed of God with good parentage, a 
strong, healthy body, and opportunities to 
prepare for a great life, it is, alas, too often 
the case that a fellow acts a fool, loses 
sight of the great objective, gets into habits 
that start him down grade, physically, 
morally, and spiritually, leaves off his 
prayers, his Bible, and his church, takes 
up with companions who are either care- 
less or positively evil — and sooner or later 
finds himself bound hand and foot in a 
captivity that is as definite as any the 
Israelites ever endured at the hands of 
Babylon. 

But today’s Review tells us there is- 
such a thing as a Restoration. So it may 
be with a fellow who has committed folly. 
The first step of the Hebrews’ restoration 
was to turn again to God and ask for it; 
the next step was to rebuild the Temple 
of God and to re-establish their relations 











The Little Jetts Use the Review Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith ~the iittie Jott Telling Bible Stories” 
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BOOKS WORTH GIVING 
FOR CHRISTMAS 


The beautiful and moving romance of [a 
the Virgin Mary and Joseph, her hus- [%J 
band. Faithful to the Bible text in every 
way, Miss Hart nevertheless offers a 
new approach—the husband's view of My 
the miracle that enabled his wife to 

bring Jesus into our world. Only $1. 


THE HUSBAND kk 
) OF MARY|§ 
By Elizabeth Hart ; 















The beloved author whose novels 
have enriched and guided the lives- 
of people in thousands of Christian 
homes how presents her latest book 
—the romance of John Saxon who 
loved and left, but remained true 
just the same. $2. 


THE STRANG 
PROPOSAL 
By Grace Livingston Hill 


NOW ON SALE AT ALL 
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Where can I find 
the right kind of 


BOARDING SCHOOL 
for my daughter ? 


te MONTROSE SCHOOL FOR 
GIRLS offers your daughter a care- 
ful and exact preparation for College: 
supplemented by good music and arts 
and crafts. 


She will be taught by an efficient, 
& ety trained, experienced and 
definitely Christian faculty. 


The buildings and grounds of the 

@ Montrose Bible Conference and Hus- 
ton Hall have been placed at the 
disposal of the school. 


A sound health and athletic program 
@ Under expert supervision has been 

organized to vary the school life 

and interest every girl. 

Rates are moderate and special con- 
@ cessions offered daughters of minis- 

tere and missionaries. 


Enrolments now received for the second 
semester beginning January 27, 1936. 
Write for catalog 
MONTROSE SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 
Montrose, Pa. 
MRS. MARION W. STOUGHTON 
Headmistress, M.A. D. 
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with him through worship and the return 
to a holy life. 

The same is open to you, old fellow, if 
you have gone astray from God. He in- 
vites you back. Will you hear his voice 
today? Let’s start the new year with a 
whole-hearted return to a real Christian 
life. A big world and a big opportunity 
for service awaits you. Jesus Christ wants 
a man: will you accept the challenge? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
ne 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for December 29) 
1, Jeremiah 3:12, 22; and Hosea 6:1; 
14:4. i 
2. Malachi 4:1, 2. 


3. No. “I say then, Hath God cast away 
his people? God forbid. . . . God hath not, 
cast away his people which he foreknew” 
(Rom, 11:1, 2). 


4. Yes. Unwittingly, nations are fulfilling 
prophecy today (Rev. 17: 17). 


5. His mercy and his righteousness. 


6. Jeremiah and Daniel. Isaiah and 
Ezekiel. 


7. His great love for his people; his long- 
suffering patience ix warning them; his holi- 
ness and hatred of sin; his severity in bring- 
ing judgment after long forebearing with 
them; his great power and sovereignty in 
using the nations, and controlling all their 
actions; his mercy in raising up prophets 
and leaders to encourage his people; his mak- 
ing all things work for good to those who 
trust him; his grace in bringing in salvation 
through the promised Kedeemer. 


8. The present dispersion is to be followed 
by a restoration to Palestine, a repentance 
and turning to Christ, and an abundant ful- 
fillment of the many prophecies of blessings 
(planting them in their land so that they 
will not be plucked up), which were not ful- 
filled in the return from Babylon. 


9. It reviews the love of God for his peo- 
ple; it reviews their constant sins and back- 
slidings; it sums up their disregard of the 
law of Moses; it prophesies the coming of 
John the Baptist and of Messiah, warning 
also that Messiah will come to judge as well 
as to purify and save. 


10. God says, “Prove me now,” indicating 
that at. any time, if his people put him first 


and honor him, he will open the windows of « 


Heaven and pour them out blessing. 





' The Young People’s 
Prayer. Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











Jan. 5. Habits Worth Forming. 1 Tim. 4 : 8-16, 
(Consecration meeting.) 


Sunday, December 29 


My Hopes for the New Year 
(Rom. 8:28; 1 Fet. 3: 10-16) 





Mon.—To walk with God (Gen. 5 : 22-24; 
Heb. 11:5, 6). 

Tues.—Comeliness (Prov. 16: 7). 

Wed.—Conviction (1 Pet. 3: 15). 

Thurs.—Courage in trial (1 Pet. 4: 12, 13). 

Fri.—Clear conscience (Acts 24: 16). 

Sat.—Good conversation (1 Pet. 1: 15). 











HE close of the old year and the be- 
ginning of the new may well be a 
time for taking account of stock. But a 
business man does not take account of 
stock in order that he may immediately 
go into bankruptcy. He prepares for the 
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business of the new year. He may check 
over his losses and failures of the year 
that is past, but only with a view to elim- 
inating them in the year that is ahead. 


e 


So it is well that upon the threshold 
of 1936 we, too, should take account of 
stock, not that we may morbidly brood 
over our past failures, but that we may 
learn the proper lessons from them and 
prepare to do better in the coming year. 
Paul expresses this thought for us in his 
letter to the Philippians when he says: 

“Not as though I had already attained, 
either were already perfect: but I follow 
after, if that I may apprehend that for 
which also I am apprehended of Christ 
Jesus. Brethren, I count not myself to 
have apprehended: but this one thing I 
do, forgetting those things which are be- 
hind, and reaching forth- unto those things 
which are before, I press toward the mark 
for the prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3: 12-14). 


sé 


And what was at the heart of this de- 
sire of Paul? Was it not, as Weymouth 
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¢ nsist on the ORIGINAL Thirty-six 
Years’ Supremacy. Never equalled. 
Condensed Thought. Digest and Text of 
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Flexible Binding. 35c. Postpaid. 
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Lesson for December 29 


puts it, that he might “lay hold of the 
prize for which also Christ has laid hold 
of me”? In other words, Paul’s greatest 
desire was that he might accomplish the 
will of God. 

Could there be anything better that we 
could desire for 1936? All too often 
when we have looked forward to a new 
year we have built our hopes upon things 
that we have planned. Many times, no 
doubt, before the year has closed, we have 
realized that our plans have been worth- 
less. Had God permitted them to be ful- 
filled we would have been the most miser- 
able creatures imaginable. 

The Psalmist points out the only safe 
way to have our hopes for the year ful- 
filled. We find it in Psalm 62:5, “My 
soul, wait thou only upon God; for my 
expectation is from him.” Some of the 
things we desire for 1936 may be very 
worth while and very good in themselves. 
But unless they are God’s expectations 
for us, they cannot make us supremely 
happy, and they cannot lead us into God’s 
best in service for him and for others. 
Are you willing to go to him for your 
expectations and hopes for 1936? 

It might be well to suggest to the mem- 
bers of your young people’s society, one 
week prior to this December 29 meeting, 
that they pray definitely through the week 
that God may show them his expectations 
for 1936. Then, when you gather for this 
meeting, have a number tell what they 
believe God would have them be and ac- 
complish in the coming year. 

Our-Scripture lesson in Romans 8 brings 
us the assurance that each of us may have, 
if we are willing to let God put his de- 
sires for 1936 in our hearts. “All things” 
throughout the year will “work together 
for good,” if we truly love him, for that 
true love will be expressed in absolute 
yieldedness to him. 


ve 

Our second Scripture lesson in 1 Peter 
sums up the whole matter, when it urges 
us to “sanctify the Lord God in your 
hearts.” Weymouth gives’ us a somewhat 
clearer rendering of this verse. It reads, 
“In your hearts consecrate Christ as Lord.” 
When the Lord Jesus is supreme, and 
every thought and impulse and action is 
under his control, the new year will be a 
radiant one. “Every day you shall won- 
der at yourself, at the richness of life which 
has come in you by the grace of God.” 

PHILADELPHIA. 


we 


What Do You Know of 
the Later History of Judah? 


(Continued from page 833) 


7, What prophet predicted the coming of 
Christ as a suffering servant? 

8. What prophet commanded the people 
to build again the house of God? 

9. Who was commanded to stand in the 
gate’ of the Temple to exhort the 
people? 

10. Into what country were the Jews taken 
captive? 

11. Who was king of Judah at the time the 
people were taken: into captivity? 

12. Who was called when a young man to 
prophesy? 
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13. What did Jehovah command if the Jews 
were to be his people? 


14. Who interpreted the writing on the 
wall? 


15. Where was Jeremiah placed to be pun- 
ished? 


ANSWERS ° 


. Belshazzar (Dan. 5: 1, 5). 
. Ezekiel (Ezek. 33: 8). 
Cyrus (Ezra 1:1, 2). 
Samaritans (Neh. 6: 6, 7). 
Artaxerxes (Neh. 2: 1, 6). 
Ezra (Neh. 8:5, 6). 
Isaiah (Isa. 53: 3). 
. Haggai (Hag. 1:8). 
a ater g (Jer. 7: 2). 
abylon (2 Kings 25:1, 6). 
11. Zedekiah (2 Kings 25: 2). 
12. Jeremiah (Jer. 1:6, 7). 
13. Obedience (Jer. 7: 23). 
14. Daniel (Dan. 5: 17). 
15. Dungeon (Jer. 38: 6). 


SPW ON Pe pm 


Yes or No 
For Juniors 


Directions: Answer each question with 
a “yes” or a “no.” 


1. Did Belshazzar understand the writing 
on the wall? 


2. When returning to Jerusalem, did Ezra 
ask the king for military protection? 


3. Did Zecharizh encourage the rebuilding 
of the Temple? 


4. Did Nehemiah have authority from the 
king when he worked on the walls 
of Jerusalem? 

5. Were’ the people able to understand 
the law of God when Ezra read to 
them? 

6. Did Malachi prophesy only of the com- 
ing of the Lord Jesus? 

7. Did Cyrus give back the sacred vessels 
that had been carried into his coun- 
try from the Temple? 

8. Was Haggai the only prophet who 
urged the people to rebuild the Tem- 
ple? 

9. Do nations suffer for wrongdoing? 

10. Did Ezekiel preach about individual 
responsibility ? 

11, Was the coming of John the Baptist 
foretold by any of the prophets? 


12. Were the Jews ever allowed to return 
to Jerusalem? 


ANSWERS 
1. Dan. 5: 7. 7. Ezra 1: 6-8. 
2. Ezra 8: 22. 8. Zech. 4: 6ff. 
3. Zech. 4: 6ff. 9. Prov. 14: 34. 
4. Neh. 2: 4-6. 10. Ezek. 33: 11, 12. 
5. Neh, 8:8. 11. Mal. 3:.1. 
6. Mal, 3:1. 12. Ezra 1: 3, 4. 
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GEMS OF GOLD 
For Christmas 


MANY of the Lord’s 
choicest, most efficient 
workers gain fresh inspira- 
tion for the businessof every- 
day life from one or another 
book of devotions. A word 
from the Bible, a bit of verse 
er illuminating exposition 
by a fellow soldier, is like a 
rousing battle hymn nerv- 
ing to renewed endeavor. 
That is what Dr. Neigh- 
bour’s “‘Gems of Gold” is 
designed to be, gems mined, 
as his foreword tells us, from 
deep in the Word of God. 

Dr. H. A. Ironside, Pas- 
tor Moody Church,Chicago 
says: “I cannot recommen 
this book too highly.” 

Dr. Warren L. Steeves, Pastor Walnut Street Baptist 
Church, Waterloo, lowa, says: “I have recently come 
into possession of a most valuable bouk entitled, 
of ld,”” written by Dr. R. E. Neighbour. It is 
arran for morning or evening devotions and the 
words for each day are bathed in lovely thought and 


the fra ce of poetry. The book is full of gentleness 
mingied with force mypeety, and clarity. It will be a 
distinct character builder in families especially where 
ere are children.” ; 

ms and se writings all by Dr. R. FE. 
Neighbour, pages, sha in, bys Pog Bound in 
beautiful imitation leather, stamped in gold, a gift book 
that will scatter sunshine each day of the year. Place 
—_ orders now. $1.50 per vol.; four for $5.00. 


mt to one or four addresses postpaid. rite for de- 
scriptive circulars. 

The book is well indexed, contains many guetabls pas- 
sages and makes a delightful gift for the holiday. 


Don’t miss this opportunity to get “Gems of Gold ’” 
for yourself and to give several for Christmas, 


MecMILLAN- PUBLISHING CO. 
219 Court Elyria, Ohio 


There is a Reason!— 


For the present 20 per cent. 
increase over last year in 
Wheaton’s Enrollment. 

It is This :— 

**A School that is Different.” 
If your preparation is satis- 
factory, you may enter 


THE SECOND SEMESTER 
January 27, 1936 















For literature 
and information, 
Address : 

The Registrar, 
Box T-1, 
Wheaton College 
Wheaton, Lil. 











Don’t Miss Reading 


“IN GOD WE TRUST”—And Why Not? 





By WILLIAM H. RIDGWAY 
Answering the universal questioa—“ When will times get better” 
$1 (Postpaid) 


W. A. Wilde Company - 


Boston 


Publishers of ‘' Peloubet's Select Notes."* 
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Fine Christmas Present 
For Preachers, Teachers, Leaders 
THREE STIRRING, INSPIRING 
BOOKLETS on Timely Subjects 
“The Jew and His Destiny,” ‘‘’The Prince 
of This World,” ‘The Cross of Gold.”’ 

All for $1.00. One for 35 cents. - 


E. H. Moseley, Gainsville, Texas 


Head’s 
Sunday 





For Secretary and Treasurer 


For 27.Classes, $1.50; 65 
Classes, $2.00 


School Heat's Class Books 


» Records = rry rHem THis YEAR 
FLEMING H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave., New York 





HAS A SANTA CLAUSE IN IT 


WHat we. want most for 
Christmas is to give you a 
merry family holiday at 
Chalfonte-Haddon Hall. Santa 
will be here to cram the 
kiddies’ stockings, leave gifts 
for the grown-ups, and trim 
the towering Haddon Hall 
tree. 

We've gone him one better 
by cooking up a Christmas 
Dinner such as Santa him- 
self might covet. You can 
work up an appetite golfing, 
cycling, riding horseback. 

Come down. on Christmas 
Eve: the Boardwalk is a jolly, 
brilliant spectacle. Special 
holiday entertainments. Skat- 
ing and ice hockey. Stay the 
whole week. 

$7 up at Chalfonte, $8 up 
at Haddon Hall, single. Ameri- 
can Plan. $5 up at Haddon 
Hall, single. European Plan. 
Special weekly rates. 


Leeds and Lippincott Company 


Chalfonte- 
Haddon Hall 


ATLANTIC CITY 
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When Shiloh Brings Peace 


(Continued from second page) 


not only celebrates the mighty achieve- 
ments of those “who through faith subdued 
kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained 
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, ... 
escaped tlte edge of the sword, out of weak- 
ness were made strong”; but also the glo- 
rious endurance of others: who “had trial 
of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, 
moreover of bonds and imprisonment.” 

Acceptance of the divine will in the way 
of submission is needful for the Shiloh rest 
to be ours amid suffering. And for this 
our Lord is sufficient. A devoted servant 
of God lived the last twenty years of his 
life a victim of great physical pain, but 
a victor in spirit over it by his saintly ac- 
ceptance of the permissive will of God. 

A skeptic who once visited him greeted 
him with the question, “What do you think 
of your God now?” 

He received the reply, “Since he is able 
to keep me in perfect peace amid sufferings 
like mine, I think more of him than ever.” 

When, with such saintly sufferers, we can 
say in the midst of grief and pain, “Even 
so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy 
sight,” we have found the secret of peace. 


“Peace, perfect peace, with sorrows surging 
round ? 
On Jesus’ bosom nought but calm is found.” 


But for this rest of the blended will 
there must be surrender. So long as 
Judah held the sceptre the Rest-Giver came 
not. So long as we cling to the sceptre 
of our lives, he cannot come to us in his 
fullness. But the moment we decide that 
the government of our lives shall be upon 
his shoulders, that moment the Prince of 
Peace comes in (Isa. 9:6; John 14:23; 
Rev. 3:20).- And in his days shall there 
be abundance of peace. 


ve 
The Opportunity of Watch Night 


ATCH NIGHT provides Christian 

leaders with a providential opportu- 
nity for rousing the Church to revival 
prayer. May they use this. occasion as a 
reveille to awaken the advance guard of a 
mighty, spiritual movement. 

The pivotal value of such a night of 
prayer at this time is unprecedented. Un- 
mistakably there is a divine drawing upon 
human heartstrings. A general distress 
presses upon the spirit. In this. crisis, the 
strategic position of ministers enables them 
to be a commanding voice to call their 
constituency to the Throne of Grace. Early 
and decisive use of the opportunity may 
enable God’s devoted servants to awaken 
the most memorable spiritual movement of 
the century. 

Watch Night often has been a spiritual 
turning-point. “The Great Awakening” 
was inaugurated in a Watch Night meet- 
ing. That memorable Fetter Lane service, 
attended by sixty-five godly intercessors, 
witnessed a mighty demonstration of the 
quickening power of God. To Wesley it 
was “an epochal hour”; to Whitefield, “a 
Pentecostal season indeed.” The God of 
“The Great. Awakening” still lives. 

Watch Night should witness the rallying 
of all the praying forces throughout the 
world. We face grave issues. It is re- 





December 14, 1935 


vival or ruin. Wise and early use of this 
opportunity must bring rich results. 

In the Watch Night service religious 
entertainment should be made subservient 
to the paramount business of spiritual re- 
newal, In your program let there be 
periods of prayer, interspersed with praise, 
confession, testimony, and consecration. 
Pray for the home, our youth, the Church, 
our native land, local needs, and the like. 
Curtail addresses and keep as the dominant 
subjects prayer and revival. Let the serv- 
ice lead to the heights of a genuine spiritual 
recovery. 

Oh, for the quickening touch of God! 
May the living God breathe upon ten thou- 
sand assemblies, and move millions as the 
trees of a forest in a mighty wind! Our 
immediate business is to “draw nigh to 
God,” that he may draw nigh to us. Wait- 


Where East Meets West 
and North Meets South 


From seventeen different states and ter- 
ritories and nine foreign countries* boys 
have been sent to Stony Brook School 
this year. Probably no boarding school 
of comparable size draws its patronage 
from such a wide area. 





What is the reason? Because literally 
around the world one finds Christian 
homes in which fathers, mothers, and boys 
alike are looking for a school that not 
only gives thorough preparation for col- 
lege and a wholesome program of school 
activities, but also maintains strong Chris- 
tian influences in the daily school life. 


If you have a boy to educate, or a friend 
of yours has, write to the Headmaster for 
a catalogue and information. Boys are 
accepted after Christmas and given every 
possible help to catch up in their work. 


*States, territories, and foreign countries 
represented this year: 


Maing PENNSYLVANIA ALASKA 
MASSACHUSETTS DELAWARE RAZIL 
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MINNESOTA PHILIPPINE 
‘TEXAS IsLANDS 
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Stony Brook School 


FRANK E. GAEBELEIN, LiITT.D., Headmaster 
Stony Brook, Long Island, New York 
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Lesson for December 29 


ing multitudes in spiritual helplessness are 
watching the Church. Will the Church on 
this Watch Night glorify God in preparing 
to meet the spiritual yearning of these 
masses? What shall be our response to 
this God-given Watch Night opportunity? 
—The Great Commission Prayer League, 
808 N. La Sallie Street, Chicago. 4 





[ With the New Books | 


Christmas, an American Annual of 
Christmas Literature and Art. Edited by 
Randolph E. Haugan. (Augsburg Publish- 
ing House, Minneapolis, $1.) Here is a 
Christian Christmas book of sixty-eight 
pages, measuring eleven by fourteen inches, 
and being printed on art paper. The read- 
ing matter has real literary value, and the 
pictorial matter artistic value. The illus- 
trations are of various styles, as is the 
reading. In poetry and picture, essays, 
stories, historical sketches, music, and word 
pictures the reader is carried back to the 
first Christmas and to truly Christian 
Christmas celebrations of many. ages and 
climes. 


Bible Books for Small People. Twelve 
small volumes, by Muriel Chalmers and 
Mary Entwistle. (Thomas Nelson and Sons, 
New York, 25 cents each.) A single Bible 
story is given in each little book, a short 
paragraph or a few sentences on the left- 
hand page and on the page opposite a 
beautiful colored picture illustrating what 
is being read. The language is reverent, 
and so simple that a little child can under- 
stand it. Each is complete in itself, but the 
stories may be divided into sets: Stories 
of the Childhood of Jesus, Stories Jesus 
Told, Stories about Jesus, and Old Testa- 
ment Stories. The books are uniform in 
size and appearance, and contain about fifty 
pages each. They are well bound in illus- 
trated board covers of red and white with 
‘gay yellow and white jackets. They are 
ideal little gift books, and will afford a 
beautiful introduction to thé* Bible. story 
for children from three to seven years of 
age. 








For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 
Director of 
The Groat Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 
on the International Uniform Sunday School - 
Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 


School Lesson Committee 


December 23 to 29 

Mon.—Isaiah 1: 1-9. Punishment for Sin. 

PrayER SuGGESTIONS: Punishment for 
sin is required by the righteousness of God. 
Even in perdition eternal punishment will 
be confessed as perfectly just. Sinners are 
often emboldened in their sinning because 
they misapprehend God’s mercy in retard- 
ing punishment. Strokes for sin often 
fall in the form of sickness, trouble, and dis- 
tress. Eternal punishment awarded by 
Christ at the judgment shall be meted out 
to every sinner in his own order. Israel’s 
agonies for sin solemnly warn us against 
presumption. Pray for the three million 
Moslems in the Balkans open to the Gospel, 


are the ways of perfect love! 
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Tues.—Isaiah 49 : 8-13. Preservation in Exile. 

Prayer Succestions: “Say to the pris- 
oners, Go forth.” God often preserves his 
people from evils by putting them in a 
spiritual prison. His preservation of his 
own is one of his glorious exercises. Strange 
God’s all- 
pervading eye watches for good over your 
life and mine. Have faith in God. All his 
ways are righteous and holy. Pray for 
Arabian youths studying in the universities 
of the Near East. 


Wed.—Luke 2 : 8-20. “Peace among Men.” 

PraYveR SuGcGEsTIoNS: Spiritual peace is 
for the saved now. “To be spiritually 
minded is life and peace” (Rom. 8:6). 
The coming government of Christ in this 
world in perfect righteousness will insure 
universal peace. The Church shall have 
peace even in this dark world of sin by 
following the things which make for peace. 
Pray for the peace of the Body of Christ. 
Peace is necessary to real enjoyment. “The 
latter days” shall abound in peace, when 
the “Prince of Peace” is King over all 
the earth. Pray with -thousands of others 
today for the much-needed world-wide 
revival. 


Thurs.—Daniel 9 : 15-19. Prayer in Exile. 
Prayer Succestions: “If they bethink 
themselves . . . and pray” (2 Chron. 6: 
37). Days of distress are often an aid 
to memory and to prayer. In life’s darkest 
hours God’s people often “bethink them- 
selvés” and turn to God for help. Strange 
strokes of love! Blessed afflictions! They 
bring us back to God. They teach us the 
will of God. We are usually better spir- 
itually on “Hard Scrabble Road” than on 
“the plain of ease.” Pray for the Evan- 
gelical Missionary Society of Paris, France. 
Fri—Isaiah 40 : 3-11. Pardon for Penitence. 
PRAYER SuGcGesTions: The withering 


work of the Spirit and the goodness of 
God lead to repentance. When the heart 
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How To Have a 


MOODY DAY 


February 2, 1936 


in your church | 


Program and other particulars furnished 
by addressing— 


The Moody Bible Institute 


of Chicago 
153 Institute Place Chicago, Il. 
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Noah’s Ark. No. 26 


Old Womanin Shoe. No. 8 : 


Cards —24c a dozen; 
$2.00 a 100 


Seals—15c Package(100); 
2 Packages, 25c 
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endance!—Increase Offerings! 


nue “ These Cards Win Children 
Heart and Soul for the 
Sunday School!” 


UNDAY SCHOOLS THAT GROW 
AND THRIVE are alive always to the 
problem of attendance building. Super- 

i} intendents and teachers alike testify that 
Cokesbury Cards and Seals cannot be 


Junior Classes. 


===! equaled for use among Beginner, Primary, and 


HOW THEY WORK: Each member of the 
class is provided with a card. Each Sunday 
he is present and on time he is awarded a 
small gummed seal —a rabbit, kitten, chicken, 
pony, airplane — or whatever seal is appropri- 
ate for the card being used. The youngster | 
sticks the seals to his card (often in amusing 
positions), and at the end of the period the | 
number of seals on the cards indicates the | 
Sundays present and on time. T 

then given to the pupil as a souvenir. 


THE DESIGNS AND SEALS 


Airplane 

Santa Claus 
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Elijah 
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in the check that comes regularly to 
you as a holder of an Annuity Agree- 
ment of the American Bible Society. 


Such checks have been issued reg- 
ularly for over 80 years . . helping 
to bring security and satisfaction in 
spite of disturbing and perplexing 
world conditions. 

In addition there’s the fine satis- 
faction of taking part in the signifi- 
cant work of making the Bible more 
and more widely available through- 
out the world. 

The booklet, “A Gift That Lives,” 
explains the plan, and tells you how you 
may avail yourself of its advantages Soth 


to yourself to the indispensable 
Christian ministry it renders. 
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is brought down with labor, penitence and 
prayer come to our assistance. Thanks be 
unto God that the blood-shedding of Christ 
provides for the forgiveness of sins. Pre- 
cious Lamb of God! Wondrous riches of 
grace! Pray for the Philippines. 


Sat.—Genesie 41 : 37-45. Prosperity in Adversity. 


Prayer Succestions: “God . . . hath 
made me forget all my toil” (v.51). God 
often buries the gold of his blessings in 
a dry and thirsty land. The difficult places 
of life become places of hidden heavenly 
treasure. God brings good out of evil. 
Life’s sorrows for the child of God are 
sweetened by the pierced hand. The eye 
of flesh sees the difficulties, but faith sees 
glory through the gloom. “We went 
through FIRE and through WATER: but 
thou broughtest us out into a WEALTHY 
PLACE” (Psa. 66:12). Pray for the 
Spanish Gospel Mission. 


Sun.—Psalm 126: 1-6. Praise for Victory. 


Prayer Succestions: “The Lord turned 
. . . the captivity.” God can change the 
most hopeless situations. We ought to 
expect him. to do so; but usually we are 
astonished when he does. If we prayed 
more we should rejoice more. God’s best 
blessings are found beneath the blood- 
bought mercy seat. God delighteth in 
laughter and song-making blessing. The 
shout of joy is in the camp of the right- 
eous. Faith praises God for coming vic- 
tory; gratitude for past mercies. Have 
faith in God. Pray for Russia. 
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